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The Prevalence of Violence against the Wives of the Schizophrenic
Patients with Alcohol Use: Perception of Their Wives*

Phatanee Srioad M.N.S.** Kritaya Sawangchareon PhD***

Abstract

This study was a descriptive study which aimed to investigate the prevalence of violence against
the wives of the schizophrenic patients with alcohol use according to the perception of the wives, the
nature of violence against the wives and the effects of domestic violence of the schizophrenic patients
who drank alcohol. The samples were 96 wives of the schizophrenic patients who drank alcohol. The
reliability of the research tool was verified by Cronbach Alpha Coefficient and its reliability was .89. The
data were analyzed by percentage, mean, median and standard deviation, 95% CI and Fisher’s exact test.

The results showed as the followings. When considering the frequency of alcohol drinking, it was
found that the husbands who drank alcohol every day caused the violence as of 98.0 percent while those
who did not drink alcohol every day caused the violence as of 80.0 percent. The prevalence of the violence
of the schizophrenic patients who drank alcohol every day was different from the schizophrenic patients
who did not drink alcohol every day 18 percent (95% CI; 5.7 - 30.3, p-value 0.005). The prevalence of
violence against the wives of schizophrenic patients with alcohol use according to the perception of the
wives was 89.6 (95% CI; 81.7 - 95.0). Mostly, the wives were accused of having affair with other men by
their husbands. The sexual violence was 89.6 (95% CI; 81.7 - 95.0). The psychological and emotional
violence was 60.4 (95% CI; 49.9 - 70.3). It was mostly found that the husbands were always enraged
(fighting with wives). The physical violence was 47.9 (95% CI; 37.6 - 58.3), which the husbands always
threw or broke things when they were angry. The financial and property violence was 26.0 (95% ClI; 17.6
- 36.0). The husband mostly grabbed or stole money or property for buying alcohol / gambling. The first
five impacts of the domestic violence of the schizophrenic patients who drank alcohol were that the wives
were distressed as of 64.6 percent, followed by having an unhappy family life which was 62.5 percent and
requiring getting divorce when having chances which was 60.4. There was also probation. For example,
if there was domestic violence again, the couples would be separated (52.1 percent). These also in-
cluded having physical injuries such as bruises or the study’s results of the children were lower /the
children were unruly or having unwanted behaviors (33.3 percent). The results of this study showed that
the schizophrenic patients drinking alcohol caused violence towards their wives, and there were also the
impacts on families. Therefore, the attention should be provided to these patients. Also, the assessment
or screening and helping to reduce domestic violence are required.

Keywords: violence against wives, schizophrenia with alcohol drinking patients, percepted of wives
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