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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed to examine nursing students’ perceptions of their education and attitudes
towards assisted reproductive technology (ART) and to compare the attitudes between students with differences
in their personal factors. The research participants were 816 nursing students in the 3 and the 4" year of their
programs. They were randomly selected from 4 nursing schools (public and private institutions) using random
sampling technique. Data were collected using self-report questionnaires, including questionnaires on their
demographics, learning experiences about infertility and ART, opinions about the curriculum, and attitudes toward
infertility and ART. The Cronbach’s alpha reliabilities of the questionnaires are .74 - .87. Data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics, independent t-tests, and ANOVAs.

Results showed that majority of students (63.1%) recognized that they had studied about ART. More
than 2/3 of students agreed that the contents of infertility and nursing care for ART, including ethics, are a
necessity for the nursing curriculum. While students had more positive attitudes towards having a child being a
right for women/ men, however, students had more negative attitudes towards treatment of female/ male
infertility that was assisted by a third-party, such as sperm/egg donors. The gt year nursing students had
statistically significant higher mean scores related to their attitudes than the 3¢ year students (p <.05). No
statistically significant differences were found between students based on differences on family history of

infertility, family history of using ART, or intention to use the ART in the future (p > .05).

Keywords: infertility, assisted reproductive technology, nursing student, attitude
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