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Nurse’s Knowledge, Attitude and Practice on Post-Operative
Delirium in Elderly Patient, a Tertiary Hospital,
Ubon Ratchathani Province.

Leeta Arsavisate M.N.S**

Mayuree Leethong-in PhD.*** Sirimart Piyawattanapong PhD***

Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to investigate the levels and the relationships among nurse’s knowledge,
attitudes, and practice on postoperative delirium in the elderly patient. The population included 141 registered
nurses at a tertiary hospital, Ubon Ratchathani province. Research instruments consisted of 1) the knowledge
questionnaire on post-operative delirium in the elderly patient, 3) the attitude questionnaire on post-operative
delirium in the elderly patient, and 4) the nursing practice on post-operative delirium in the elderly patient. Results
of the study showed that nurse’s knowledge, attitude, and practices on post-operative delirium were a high level,
a moderate level, and a moderate level. Nurse’s knowledge and attitude were not significantly correlated to practice
on post-operative delirium in the elderly patient (p > .05). Positive attitude (r = 0.25, p < .01) and negative attitude
(r = -0.24, p < .01) were statistically significant in association with nurse’s practice on post-operative delirium in
preoperative period and postoperative period. Therefore, increasing knowledge especially assessment, providing
a positive attitude, reducing negative attitude and developing nursing practice guidelines for post-operative delirium

in elderly patients should be conducted.

Keywords: post-operative delirium, the elderly, knowledge, attitude, nursing practice
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