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Abstract

Lower respiratory tract infection is a crucial cause of hospitalization for children under five. Parents are
important care givers for their child in order to speed up recovery. This descriptive correlational study explored
the relationship between perceived self-efficacy in caring for hospitalized children with lower respiratory tract
infection and relating factors. A purposive sampling technique was used to recruit 67 fathers or mothers of children
with lower respiratory tract infections aged 1 month to 5 years admitted to the pediatric unit. The instruments
included five questionnaires: 1) Self-efficacy of Parent Scale, 2) Parent Participation Scale, 3) Informational Support
Scale, 4) Perceived Severity of lliness Scale, and 5) Parental Stress Scale. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of the
instruments equaled to 0.93, 0.97, 0.94, and 0.94, respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.

The results showed that there was a significant high positive relationship between parent participation, and
information support from health care provider and perceived self-efficacy in caring for hospitalized children with
lower respiratory tract infection (r = .80, r = .80, p < .01 respectively) and a moderate level of parental stress
(r=.59, p < .01). Perceived severity of illness scale was not related to perceived self-efficacy in caring for those

children.

Keywords: self-efficacy, lower respiratory tract infection, caring for hospitalized children
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