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Participation of Local Communities with Capacity Building
toward a Master Learning Center for Child Care Center:
Case Study of the Central and Western Area of Thailand

Piyatida Nakagasien PhD* uwadee Pongsaranantakul M.N.S.**

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the participatory processes of the parties involved in the
development of child care center and analyze the factors that affect to participant of the community with the
development of child care center under the local government. Qualitative study was used in this study. Key
informants were 30 participants, including the personnel of municipality and health personnel in child care
center of two municipalities’ district. Data were collected using in-depth interviews, focus group and data
documentation. Content analysis was used to analyze the data.

The results indicated that : 1) to provide a meaning of participation in development of child care centers,
all network parties recognized that participation is important and there are a variety of characteristics, including
joint planning, joint services support and budget support; 2) role of participants in the operation of child care
center including; municipal executive officer defined the vision, strategic plan and support funding, department
of education designed learning courses and lesson plans and health personnel provided health care service for
children; and 3) the participatory processes involved in the development child care center consist of co-knowing,
co designing and cooperating and applied the concepts of intellectual and cultural capital as tools for develop
learning outcomes for the children. The conditions supporting the child care center’s development participation
including, childhood is the most important phase for overall of development throughout the lifespan, developing

toward master learning center for child care center in the area and having a clear public policy support.

Keywords: participation of local communities, child care center
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