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Risk Perceptions and Preventive Behaviors Related to

the Novel Influenza (H1N1) Pandemic in Nursing Students

Sinsakchon Aunprom-me PhD* Srisaowalak Aunprom-me M.N.S.*

The objectives of this research were to examine perceived susceptibility and preventive behaviors related to
the novel influenza (H1N1 ) pandemic among nursing students in nursing students. Samples of this study included
300 nursing students from the first to the fourth year who were enrolled in Boromarajonani College of Nursing,
Nakhon Ratchasima during 2009 academic year. The data were collected using a questionnaire, composed of
3 sections: 1) perceived susceptibility of contracting the influenza virus, 2) preventive behaviors related to the
influenza virus, and 3) personal information. The questionnaire gained Chronbach’s alpha coefficients of 0.69
and 0.84 in sections 1 and 2 respectively. The data were analyzed using percentages, means, standard deviations,
and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient with significance level of .05.

Results showed that students’ perceived susceptibility of contracting the influenza virus was at a high
level O_(= 3.42,SD = 0.47). However the preventive measures among students were only practiced in an average
level (>_(= 2.86, SD = 0.36). Upon examining the relationships between perceived susceptibility and preventive

measure, no statistical significance difference was found among both variables. (r = -0.055, p=.173)

Keywords: risk perception, preventive behaviors, novel influenza, nursing student
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