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Violent Behavior of Schizophrenic Patients and

Violent Management of Family*

Panya Thongtup M.N.S.** Kritaya Sawangchareon PhD***

Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to study the violent behavior in schizophrenic patients towards their
families, characteristics of the violent behavior, and management of the violent behavior in their families.
The sample was schizophrenic patients taking drugs at Huai Rat Hospital during the past twelve months.
Questionnaires were given to 102 caregivers during Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used for assessing the
reliability of the questionnaire (alpha was 0.78). Frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation were
used for data analysis.

The study results were as follows: The schizophrenic patients behaved violence towards their families
40.20 %. Violent behavior towards others in aspects of emotional problems 39.22 %, property damage 24.51 %,
physical violence 17.65 %, sexual violence 6.86 %, and violent behavior towards themselves 13.72 %. When
considering the characteristics of the violent behavior in schizophrenic patients to warda their families, it was
found that the violent behavior at the highest level were scolding / making loud noises 30.39 %, slamming doors
20.59 %, and cursing / threatening to assault 19.61 % respectively. As for the management strategies used
for the violent behavior, the management strategies used at the highest level were using reason for talking /
encouraging 92.68 %, listening to their unpleasant problems 80.49 %, and threatening to stop their aggressive
behavior 58.54 % respectively.

From the results of the study, it reveals that violent behavior problems in schizophrenic patients in
community are still occurred in all aspects. The problems are burdens for caregivers. The problems are also
including in both appropriate care and inappropriate care. So in order to reduce the violent behavior problems and
assist people involved with the problems, nurses should play their roles in assisting the schizophrenic patients in

community.
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