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Abused in Adolescent Kathoey (Male Transgender)*
Phuangphen Nikrathok M.N.S.** Kessarawan Nilvarangkul PhD***

Abstract

This qualitative research investigated how adolescent kathoeys defined abuse, types of abuse among
kathoeys and their needs for helps. Key informants were 15 adolescent kathoeys. Who were recruited by purposive
sampling. Data collection was performed using questionnaires, in—depth interviews and field notes. Descriptive
statistics namely percentage and mean were employed to analyze quantitative data. Content analysis was used to
analyze qualitative data.

The results these adolescent katheoys reported abuse as being subjected to some form of physical abuse
and which they considered an infringement upon their societal rights. These abuses affected both the physical
and mental health of the adolescent kathoeys in this study. There were five main forms of abuse these kathoeys:
1) physical abuse such as being lashed, hit, slapped, threatened with arms, being burned with candle flames or
being physical injured with various objects, 2) sexual abuse such as being raped, 3)emotional/psychological
abuse such as being humiliated, scolded or insulted, 4) financial abuse such as having their money stolen from
them or being extortion of property, 5) identity abuse such as being routinely insulted for no other reason other
than the fact they were kathoeys. Their needs for helps were: 1) mental support from family members and people
in the community, 2) assurances that they could enjoy the same rights as other members of society, and 3) how
to properly care for themselves after being abused.

The results of this study can be used as a source of basic information when it comes to providing health
care services to members of the kathoey community. The results of this study can also be used as a source of basic
knowledge about the kathoey community for their family members and community. As a result, abuse among

adolescent kathoeys should likely decrease and health promotion or adolescent of health for all.

Keywords: abused, adolescent kathoey (male transgender)
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