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Nurses’ Attitudes toward Identifying and Management of

Violence during Pregnancy

Wannee Deoisres PhD* Atitaya Peomsook M.N.S.**

7 Violence against women including pregnant women is an important health and social problem.
Despite the increasing of prevalence of violence, identifying and management of this issue are not manifested in
practice due to the attitudes of health care providers. The purposes of this study were to explore nurses’ attitudes
and to examine factors associated with nurses’ attitudes towards violence against women, the identifying and
management of violence during pregnancy. A convenience sample of 230 obstetric nurses working at hospitals
and health centers under the supervision of Ministry of Public Health, Region 5 were recruited in the study. Data
were collected by using self-report questionnaires developed by the researchers based on the questionnaire of
Lazenbatt et al." Descriptive statistics and Chi-square were used to analyze data.

Results of the study revealed that 1) the majority of obstetric nurses hold the same stereotypical myths
surrounding violence against women as the population at large, especially in the aspect of “Battered women
sometimes provoke their husbands into hitting them.” (63.5%); 2) Nurses had positive attitudes in all aspect s
of the identifying and management of violence against pregnant women, especially attitude towards “Screening
for domestic violence should be a routine procedure during the antenatal /postnatal period” (81.3%), Women
presenting for antenatal/postnatal care would welcome being questioned about domestic violence by nurses
(74.3%), Information and contact numbers of organizations offering help to victims of domestic violence should
be distributed to all pregnant women (94.3% ), Adequate support should be available from all Trusts to assist in
dealing with identified cases of violence (90.9% ), and Adequate training for midwives in addressing domestic
violence should be received from all Trusts (83.0% ); and 8) Nurses’ age, level of clinical practice setting, direct
and indirect experiences of being abused, and training in violence against women were significantly associated
with attitudes. Findings of this study suggest the needs for training program to challenge prevailing attitudes about

myths surrounding gender violence among nurses.

Keywords: Attitudes, Violence against Women, Pregnancy, Identifying and Management of Violence against

Women
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