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Abstract

The objectives of this deseriptive research were to described the opinions of nursing preceptors regard-
ing the performance of the preceptor’s role, problems and requirements of nursing preceptors. The sample was
28 preceptors in hospitals and 12 preceptors at health centers. Data were collected with the structured questionaise.
Data analysis was done with descriptive statistic and content analysis.

The results were mean scores of 4.66 for role model quality, 4.49 for knowledge of nursing practice;
4.48 for supportiveness, 3.94 for helpfulness and 3.92 for teaching effectiveness. Problems that the nurse
preceptors reported were lack of knowledge of preceptor’s role 15%, low self- confidence to teach 42.5%,
lack of teaching skill 72%, lack of evaluation skill 27.5%, lack of demonstrate equipment 50%, lack of area
to use in hospital 85%, lack of residential accommodations while practicing at health centers 32.5%, transpor—
tation 17.5%, job burden 72.5%, reported being proud to be nurse preceptors 90.9%, but high work load and
not pay 9.09%.

The requirements for being a nursing preceptor were knowledge of nursing role 15%, nursing skill
42.5%, evaluation skill 81.8% and teaching skill 72.5%. Based on this results, it appears that the things
needed to enable nursing preceptors to perform their roles most effectively were: co-operation with the college,
receiving adequate instrumentation, help and motivation from nursing team. College support in the form of
continuing education, regular visits. More financial and other support from the work place, college and commu-

nity are needed in order for nursing preceptors to train nurses effectively.

Keywords: nursing preceptor, preceptor’ role, practicum placement, nursing student
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