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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to explore perceptions about illness and information about self care of
patients with coronary artery disease (CAD). A group of 20 patients was selected from the out-patient cardio-
vascular clinic in one hospital in the Northeast. In-depth interviews were conducted to collect data during July
to October, 2008. Content analysis technique was used for data analysis.

Study findings revealed that the perceptions about CAD could be categorized into 3 phases; 1) Before
getting the diagnosis, patients tried to make sense of their symptoms by comparing with knowledge they had
from various sources about heart disease in which their previous health conditions were used in order to make
meaning about their illness and to seek professional help. Some patients delayed to get treatment at this period
if they mystified their symptoms with other conditions. 2) After getting the diagnosis, most of the patients
perceived that their illness was serious and life-threatening. Only a few stated that CAD was not frightening as
previous because they believed that advanced medical technology can alleviate serious symptoms. Within this
period, the patients decided to accept treatment by considering between usefulness and harm of the intervention
as well as availability of experienced cardiologists and equipment of the hospital. 3) After getting coronary
artery intervention, if the patients no longer experienced chest pain they perceived that their illness was curable.
However, for those who repeatedly experienced chest pain, it was acknowledged that the disease was incurable
and dramatically had an impact on themselves and their family. Within this period, the patients received
information about self care from the professional and nonprofessional source. For those who perceived that their
illness was cured tended not to use information from any sources. However, patients who acknowledged that
their illness was incurable used information from either source to help with lifestyle change, mostly to control
the symptoms.

Keywords: perception about illness, information about self care, coronary artery disease
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