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Problems of Cardiac Arrest Management in Operating Room
among Operating Room Nurses

Nimanong Loopreechasate B.N.S.* Polpun Boonmak M.D.**
Kalyarat Sanposh B.N.S.***  Suhattaya Boonmak M.D.**

Khochakron Palachewa B.N.S**** Jiraporn Srisa*

Abstract

An operating room is a high-risk place for cardiac arrest because patients have anesthesia risks, operative
risks, and patient’s underlying diseases. Thus, operating room nurses should have been competent for cardiac
arrest management. This prospective descriptive study aims to study problem’s operating room nurse during
cardiac arrest management in the operating room. This study included 113 operating room nurses who worked at
Srinagarind Hospital (Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen University, Thailand) at least 6 months into the study. All
operating room nurses received the specially designed questionnaire which included demographic data, life
support training, life support experience, their limitations in life support knowledge, patient evaluation, response
team notification, use of automated external defibrillator, and confidence in patient care included their reasons.
The response rate was 64.6 %. All participants were female and the average age was 35 years old. The findings
were that notification the cardiac arrest team was rated as the most common problem. Other problems were
confidence in patient care, life support knowledge, patient assessment, and the use of automated external
defibrillator, respectively. Associated factors were forgetting step of life support procedure, insufficient knowledge
refreshment, lack of experience in simulation, insufficient guideline circulation. In conclusion, there are many
problems in cardiac arrest management among the operating room nurses. Thus, it is necessary to equip the
operating room nurses for life support knowledge and skills competence. Our suggestion is to provide frequent

knowledge and skill refreshment and in situ simulation training.
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