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Suffering among Parents Having Children with Leukemia

Chintana Wacharasin PhD.*
Rawiwan Khamngoen M.N.S.** Kittiya Rattanamanee M.N.S.**

Chanokporn Sriprasarn M.N.S.*** Natchanan Chivanon PhD.****

Abstract

Leukemia not only causes suffering for the children but causes suffering for their parents. This qualitative
research aimed to explore suffering among parents having children with leukemia. The participants consisted of
23 parents who provided care for their children with leukemia at pediatric department, regional public hospital in
Eastern Region, Thailand. In-depth interview and focus group discussion were used to collect data. Descriptive
statistics and content analysis were performed for data analysis.

The findings revealed4 themes of parents’ suffering including 1) suffering once perceived of children diagnosed
with cancerand suffering during treatments2) causes of parent’s suffering 3) the means to soften sufferingand
4) outcomes of soften suffering. The findings enhance a basic knowledge concerning parent’s suffering. Therefore,
nurses and other health care professionals involving with the care for children with leukemia and their parents
could use the research findings to develop the nursing intervention for soften suffering among the parents and
improve family’s equilibrium to normal state. The interventions should focus on understanding of suffering aspects,

causes of suffering and strategies for soften suffering.

Keywords : suffering, parents, children with leukemia
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