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‘Differential diagnosis between Bipolar
Disorder and ADHD : 2 case reports

Suparat Ekasawin, M.D.*

Abstract

Two cases of children with behavioral problems corresponding to attention deficit/ hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) were reported. The first child diagnosed ADHD was initially treated with methylphenidate. Yet his
behaviors were still problems and met Bipolar Disorder criteria. Better response appeared after medications were
administered cover through the evening. Emotional out-burst in the evening was resulted from rebound effect of
methylphenidate. The second child was diagnosed Bipolar Disorder in prepuberty. Leading manifestation was
similar to ADHD. Being cautious and close follow-up were two crucial issues in making valid diagnosis. Review of

both conditions and rebound effect of methylphenidate were discussed.

Key words : diagnosis, ADHD, Bipolar Disorder, rebound , methylphenidate
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