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Substance Abuse among Female Inmate in
Southern Thailand

Pilairat Tongurai, M.Sw.*
Kwanta Baltip, M.N.S*

Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative and quantitative study was searching the problems related user and
seller drug among female inmates in a southern jail of Thailand. The population were female inmates whom have
been first sentenced by drug cases since 2002. The purposive sampling is used from 220 drug cases. The complete
data collections were found in 124 cases which is 56.4 %. The instrument was developed from focus group
discussion and observation including in-depth interview. Quatitative data were analyzed using Colaizzi’
phenominological. The result revealed that most female inmates were 21-30 years old, low education as primary
school, buddhism, employee, income ranged 2001-4000 Baht per month, family status as daughters
(61.3%,56.6%,89.0%,67.7%,38.7% and 41.1% respectively). The substance used were amphetamine, tobacco,
alcohol and marihuana (86.3%,66.9%,46.0%,and 31.5% respectively). They spent 100-300 Baht per day for drug
use (35.5%). Having drug users as members of family, next door and neighbor were found (13.7%,76.2% and
84.7%). Being sellers and users(65.3% and 61.3%). Resons for usage were trial, having family problems and
prolonging workhours (60.5%,43.7%and 41.1%). Feeling during interview are homesick stress and anxiety but
physical condition are healthy and weight gained. (87.2%59.7%,28.2% and 70%). Most had awereness of family
sorrow regarding there persons (71.8%). Having an idea of drug guit while in jail (64.5%). After discharge they
wish to quit of being drug sellers and users and give more attention and support their families (98.6%,89.5% and

87.9%). Moreover they wish to warn other person not to use drug(83.1%).

Key words : drug abuse, female inmate, a southern jail
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