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Abstract

Objective: To translate and examine the psychometric properties of the Thai version of the rape myth
acceptance scale and related factors of rape myth acceptance.

Methods: The Illinois rape myth acceptance scale 1999 (IRMA) is a self-report questionnaire with 7-point
response scale. There are 40 rape myth items which can be categorized into 7 subscales: women asked for it,
it wasn’t rape, men didn’t mean to, women wanted it, women lied, rape was a trivial event, and rape was
deviant event. The IRMA was translated into Thai and assessed for the content validity (index of
item-objective congruence; I0C) by three experts. The reliability (Cronbach’s alpha coefficient) of the tool
and related factors of total score were examined among 514 people aged 13 years or older via online
questionnaire. The data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, Mann-Whitney U test, and
Kruskal-Wallis test.

Results: The Thai version of IRMA had the I0C between 0.6 and 1. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of all
items and subscales were .937 and .545 - .897, respectively. A higher score was significantly associated with
male gender, older age, 12 years or less of education level, income of not more than 35,000 Baht/month,
and absence of family history of psychological violence, previous alcohol use, pornography use, and
history of rape victimization.

Conclusion: The Thai version of IRMA has good content validity and reliability except for one subscale.

Therefore, other psychometric properties and related factors should be further investigated.
Keywords: myth, psychometric properties, rape, rape myth
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