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Abstract

Objective: To study the temperament and possible related factors of temperament in early childhood.
Methods: Data was collected from parents and primary children aged 1 - 5 in 444 families using
a multistage randomized method. These were selected from well-baby clinic at Thammasat University
yhospital and Pathum Thani hospital, and from six child development center and school in Pathum Thani
province. The quantitative measurement methods include general information, children and family
questionnaire, children nutrition, child development (developmental surveillance and promotion manual;
DSPM), and early childhood temperament assessment. The qualitative data was collected via in
depth interview and child observation. The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics, percentage, means
and correlation coefficients. The qualitative data was analyzed by topics-grouping.

Result: For the temperament: 15.5% of children were classified as easy child, 69.1% were somewhat
difficult and 15.3% were difficult child. On the family temperament parenting topic was found to be highest
average score (M = 2.17) and 69.1% of the family thought that parenting was a difficult task. On the children
temperament, physical movement characteristic topic was found to be the highest average score (M = 3.40)
and most children enjoyed running, jumping or climbing. Family income was significantly negatively
associated with the average of children temperament (p < .01).

Conclusion: Early childhood should be screened for temperament to find children with temperament

problem and support them at the early stage.
Keyword: early childhood, easy child, difficult child, temperament
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