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Abstract

Objective: To develop forms for assessing oral conditions before undergoing electroconvulsive therapy
(ECT) in psychiatric patients.

Methods: Two oral assessment forms for psychiatric patients requiring ECT were developed, one for dentists
and the other one for nurse anesthetists. Each form was evaluated by five experts for content validity index
(CVI). The inter-rater reliability were assessed using Cohen’s kappa coefficient by two dentists for dentist
form and three nurse anesthetists for nurse anesthetists form. The validity of both assessment forms was
examined using clinical assessment by dentist researcher as the gold standard.

Results: Both assessment forms had the CVI of 1. The inter-rater reliability (Cohen’s kappa coefficient) of
dentist form between dentists was .92, while the reliability of nurse anesthetists form among nurse
anesthetists were between .71 - .85. The oral assessment form for dentists had high sensitivity in presence
of loose teeth, presence of removable dentures or removable orthodontic appliance and presence of fixed
orthodontic treatment, while it had high specificity (> 90%) in all items. The oral assessment form for nurse
anesthetists had high sensitivity in presence of removable dentures or removable orthodontic appliance
and presence of fixed orthodontic treatment, while it had high specificity (> 89%) in all items.
Conclusion: The oral assessment forms for psychiatric patients requiring ECT for dentists and nurse

anesthetists have acceptable reliability and validity and can be applied to patients before ECT.
Keywords: development, electroconvulsive therapy, oral assessment form
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