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Abstract

Objectives To present a model of community organization for psychiatric patients’ rights
protection led by monks and its success factors.

Materials and methods This qualitative study examined the community organization model
delivered in Udom Sap Subdistrict, Wang Nam Khiao District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
The participants were purposely selected from the contributors of the community organization and
took part the in-depth interviews. The non-participatory observation was performed in the community.
The data were collected between October 2017 and August 2018 and analyzed by using content analysis.

Results This model of community organization comprised of the supporting systems that
facilitated the initiation of the club and rehabilitation activities for patient and the main systems
that organized the club and its activities, such as screening patients, monitored their adherence,
and provided traditional rehabilitation. The outcomes of the model were the ability of recovery
patients being reintegrated into the community, the sustainability of the club and the social
identity of the community. The success of the model was due to the unique community characteristics
that included a unit of identity, unit of solution and unit of practice. The monks’ leadership skills in
both transformational and transactional skills, the cohesion of community members with the common
goals and the multi-networks collaboration were all crucial to the model’s success.

Conclusion The model of community organization for psychiatric patients’ rights protection led
by monks demonstrated its benefit for psychiatric patients to receive better care and rehabilitation,

support de-stigmatization and also better protect their rights.
Key words: community, community organization, monks, patients’ rights protection, psychiatric patients
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