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Knowledge and attitude associated with preventing behavior for Hand
Food and Mouth disease by parents of pre-school children

In Banmo Tambon, Banmo District, Saraburi province.

Sirirat Panto’

2
Amornsak Poum

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the association of knowledge about hand-foot-and-
mouth disease, attitudes towards its prevention, and preventive behaviours regarding
hand-foot-and-mouth disease of pre-school children’s guardians in Tambol Banmo,
Banmo district, Saraburi province. Totally, 209 out of 436 guardians of pre-school children
from primary schools or child care centres were randomly recruited in this study. Data
were collected by the questionnaire (with Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.91) including
four parts: characteristics of respondents, knowledge about hand-foot-and-mouth
disease, attitudes towards prevention, and preventive behaviours regarding hand-foot-
and-mouth disease. Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient was employed for
data analysis.

The results showed that 39% of guardians had the moderate level of average knowledge
scores about hand-foot-and-mouth disease (X=2.10, S.D.=0.777). About 79 % of the
guardians had the high level of average scores on attitudes towards hand-foot-and-
mouth disease prevention (X=2.79, 5.0.=0.405). Moreover, 83% of guardians had the high
level of average scores on preventive behaviours regarding hand-foot-and-mouth disease
(X==2.82, 5.D.=0.378). Findings illustrated that guardians’ knowledge about hand-foot-
and-mouth disease was significantly associated with their preventive behaviour (r=0.209,
P-value=0.002). There was no correlation between guardians’ attitudes towards hand-
foot-and-mouth disease prevention and their preventive practices (r=0.013, P-
value=0.855).

Keywords: Hand food and mouth disease, Prevention behavior, Pre-school children
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