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The Reliability of Alcohol Drinking Judgement by Interviewers Using Set Criteria
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Abstract : Chanida Palanuvej, Sasitorn Jamthavom, Vilai Chinveschakitvanich, Somchai

Issaravanich, Anusorn Rungsiyothin, Ek-kaphan Rittha, Nathawan Chinthakanun and

Varapan Danutra. 2000. The reliability of alcohol drinking judgement by interviewers using

set criteria. Thai J Hlth Resch 14(2) : 77-85.

Alcohol drinking judgement by interviewers using set criteria was tested for its

reliability to differentiate drinked from non-drinked subjects. The subjects were accidental

admissions to the emergency unit at the Police Hospital in Bangkok. Reliability of the

method was compared using a level of over 50 mg.% blood alcohol concentration as the

criteria of true drinkers. This is the criteria used for the traffic law. The total cases collected

were 2,099 of whom 643 were blood alcohol testing. Blood alcohol concentration was

perfomied by gas chromatography. The judgement by interviewers had a positive and

negative predictive value of 84.10 and 80.6% respectively. When this method was set for

alcohol drinking diagnosis among the total 2,099 subjects, the drinked one were found to be

23.3% of whom 28.8% were the drivers, 17.0% were the passengers and 11.6% were the

pedestrians. Among the subjects who were characterized as drinked, 86.5% accepted for

pre-traffic accident alcohol drinking.
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