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Immunoglobulins in Heroin Addicts before and after Methadone Detoxification
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Abstract : Ratana Sindhuphak, Somchai Issaravanich, Venus Udomprasertkul, Pailin
Srisookho, Kalayanee = Tunsaringkarn and Ruengsak Bunbandarnchai. 1997.
Immunoglobulins in heroin addicts before and after methadone detoxification. Thai J Hith
Resch 11(2) : 121-128.

Methadone is used for the detoxification at the first step in the treatment of heroin
addicts. It is orally well absorbed, has a rapid action which can relief the withdrawal
symtoms of heroin addicts. Before, during and at the end of methadone deoxification, the
levels of IgG and IgM in hercin addicts with and without HIV infection are higher than
the control (p<0.05). The levels of IgA before, during and at the end of detoxification are
the same as that in control. Furthermore, the levels of IgG in heroin addicts with HIV

infection is higher than the non-infected group (p<0.05).

Key words : heroin addicts, immunogolbulins, HIV infection, methadone detoxification
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