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HIV-2 prevalence in HIV-seropositives
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to survey for HIV-2 antibody among HIV seropositives. The subjects
were female commercial sex workers (FCSW) and hospital 's patients. The FCSW were from Southern area,
Sungaikolok district, Narathivas province and Betong district, Yala province. The patients were from Northern
area, Sunpatong hospital, Chiang Mai province. Sera samples were collected during 1994-1995 and kept
frozen at -70° C until analysis. The confirmed HIV positive sera, 312 FCSW and 293 patients, were analyzed
for antibody to HIV-2 by Western blot technique specific to HIV-2 protein bands. HIV-2 seropositivity was
found in both groups for the expression of GAG, POL and ENV bands. The prevalence of HIV-2 antibody in
HIV seropositives were 0.64% for FCSW in 2 provinces of the South and 0.68% for hospital's patients in 1

province of the North respectively.
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