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SUBSTANCE USE AMONG ADOLESCENTS IN PROBATION AND TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Vipa Danthamrongkul, Institute of Health Research, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330
Abstract

To study socio-economic background and drug use behavior of adolescents in probation and treatment for drug
abuse cases in Bangkok and peripheral provinces. Two hundred and eight cases were recruited between July and
December 2006. Of these, 69% were male and 17% were married. The majority had low education. Two third were
employed and one third of these were wage labours. About 25% earned their living by illegal jobs. For family
background, 55% had broken home, mother and/or father died, separated and divorce. Three forth of these parents
were remarried. One forth of these adolescents lived in a rent house. About 46% had been arrested and 77% were
arrested two times and above. Most were arrested with methamphetamine use. Only 18% had been in the treatment
centers. Two third used two types of drugs and above. Afterwards, Almost of them reduced drug types to use only
one type within 30 days before admission to the system. The average age of first drug use was 15-19 years. Most
popular drug was methamphetamine (95%) and cannabis (54%) respectively. Other drugs, ecstasy, heroin, ice, carom
and Inhalants were used in the same percentages ranked from 11.5-19.6% respectively. The trend of new drug use
among females was 2-5 times higher than males. About 37% reported as drug pushers were more females than
males. The drug retail behaviors were related to number of drug use, number of arrests and their family historical of
drug related problem (p<0.01). In addition, the reuse of drugs in the future has strong relationship with number of drug
use, number of arrests and drug distribution (p<0.01).
Keywords: adolescents, drug users, probation, treatment
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