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Abstract

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection remains a major health concern, especially in men who
have sex with men. The purpose of this cross-sectional descriptive research was to determine the health literacy
on HIV prevention and the factors related to HIV-preventive behaviors among men who have sex with men in
Chonburi Province, Thailand. The study sample consisted of 427 men aged =18 years who had sex with men.
Completed online questionnaires were collected from August to September 2021. The data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, and a chi-square test was used for correlation analysis. The results showed that of the
respondents, 16.2% were aged £20 years, 64.9% were homosexual, 65.8% had engaged in anal sex, 16.2% had
temporary or superficial partners, 70.0% had used a dating application, 41.0% had been screened for HIV infection,
37.2% had poor health literacy on HIV prevention, and 45.2% had appropriate HIV-preventive behaviors.
According to the results of an association analysis, the factors significantly related to HIV -preventive behaviors
(p < 0.05) were as follows: educational level (p = 0.03), average monthly income (p = 0.04), reason for using
a dating application (p < 0.01), access to condoms (p < 0.01), access to lubricants (p < 0.01), health literacy on
HIV prevention in overview (p < 0.01). The results showed that the men who had sex with men had poor health
literacy on HIV prevention and inappropriate HIV -preventive behaviors. Therefore, related organizations should
organize activities to enhance health literacy on HIV prevention for men who have sex with men to have appropriate

HIV-preventive behaviors.
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