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Abstract

The purpose of this action research was to explicate the development of research potential guidelines for
support the implementation of tobacco control policy for the office of Disease Prevention and Control (DPC) 1-3.
The key informants were 62 of tobacco control researcher network in the DPC 1-3 by purposive sampling. We
used 5-step of action research including: diagnostic problems, action plan, taking action, evaluation, and
specify learning. Data were collected by semi structured interview, participatory observation and questionnaires.
The quantitative data analyzed for descriptive analytic, paired t-test and the qualitative data analyzed for content
analysis.

The finding found that, the development of research potential to support tobacco control policy of DPC
1-3 by applying the concept of problem-based learning to be composed of five steps; 1) analysis of tobacco smoke
problems, 2) analysis of training needs, 3) enhancement of necessary skill and knowledge, 4 ) knowledge sharing,
and 5) evaluation. After 6 months of operation, the result revealed that the average score of target group in terms
of research knowledge and skill after training (Mean = 54.6, S.D. = 6.542) was higher than the score before training
(Mean = 40.3, S.D. = 8.850) at 0.05 levels of significance. Overall, 96.60 percent of total participants were
satisfied with the training course at high and highest level, especially learning activity, lecturer and trainer, place,
and media. Moreover, 9 high-quality research proposals supporting tobacco control policy in DPC 1-3 region

acquired from the research operation. For that number of proposals, it was higher than our expectation.

Keywords: A development of research potential, tobacco control policy, The office of disease prevention and

control, Problem-based learning
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