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New advances of chemotherapy in leprosy
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Abstract

The aim of this article is to review recent advances of chemotherapy in leprosy after three decades of
implementation of WHO — recommended multidrug therapy (WHO — MDT), a number of studies have reported
of occurrence of relapse and drug resistance. In this article, authors have reviewed second — line and new effective
antileprosy drugs as compared with WHO — MDT included ofloxacin, minocycline, clarithromycin, moxifloxacin
and rifapantine. The latter, in particular, showed more potent bactericidal activity than rifampicin in mice and
humans. Multidrug using rifapantine plus moxyfloxacin and minocycline as single dose killed 20 times more
Mycobacterium leprac (M. leprae) than a single rifampicin while a single dose of rifapantine plus moxifloxacin

and minocycline combination killed 50 times more Mycobacterium leprae (M. leprae) than a single dose of
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rifampicin plus ofloxacin and minocycline, In addition, authors also reviewed results of short term combined therapy

with four weeks of daily ofloxacin and rifampicin as compared with 12 and 24 months of WHO — MDT for

multibacillary leprosy (MB) and 12 months of WHO - MDT for MB leprosy with rifampicin plus ofloxacin daily

during the initial 4 weeks. In addition, author also reviewed treatment regimens for specific situations and relapse.

Keywords: new advances, chemotherapy in leprosy
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(Relapses due to drug resistance)*?
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S282198) 6 iU (6 blister packs)
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600 .
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[ o [ < = Pt A a P
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Clofazimine 150 . LWBAUNTATI WAL 50 NA. ADIUY
Dapsone 50 un. A8
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#31: WHO Global Leprosy Strategy 2016 — 2020 : Accelerating Towards a leprosy free world, Operational Manual.
WHO, 2016; P.26. (dganuussuszenaands Ususzaznamssnwlugiheriiadoinniu 24 daw)
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