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Abstract

Disaster risks have increased persistently as a consequence of climate change. Bangkok is
considered a high-risk area for multiple disaster types, including fires, floods, earthquakes and building
collapses, all of which have a substantial impact on human lives, property, infrastructure, and the economy.
Public preparedness is therefore essential for mitigate adverse effects and losses. This cross-sectional
descriptive study aimed to assess the levels of Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice (KAP) regarding
disaster preparedness among Bangkok residents. Data were gathered through online questionnaires
from February 12 to March 30, 2026, involving 425 participants aged 18 years and older who had lived
in Bangkok for at least one year. Participants were selected using convenience sampling, and data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
The findings showed that most participants were female (68.7%), with an average age of 46.18 years.
Most held a bachelor's degree (36.2%) and lived in detached houses with working-age and elderly
family members. Regarding disaster experience, 69.6% had previously encountered disasters,
with earthquakes and building collapses being the most common (75.5%), followed by floods.
Most experiences involved witnessing events in nearby areas (74.7%), with social media being
the primary source of information (76.0%). Based on the KAP model, the study revealed that respondents'
knowledge and attitudes toward disaster preparedness were at a moderate level (58.1% and 70.6%,
respectively). Conversely, preparedness behaviors were observed at a high level (52.9%).
This finding suggests a divergence from the traditional KAP model, which posits that knowledge and
attitudes directly influence practice, suggesting that preparedness behaviors may be influenced by other
contextual factors, particularly prior disaster experience and living conditions. These finding indicate that
future disaster preparedness initiatives should shift away from a sole reliance on theoretical education and
instead prioritize strategies that align with the real-life experiences and living contexts of the public.
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