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Abstract

The prevalence of HIV, hepatitis C virus, and syphilis among newly admitted inmates
can lead to effective disease control planning within prisons, improving their quality of life.
This study aims to analyze the prevalence of HIV, syphilis, and hepatitis C virus. It employs
a descriptive study design, focusing on newly admitted inmates at Bangkok prisons from
October 1, 2022, to September 30, 2023. The study utilizes secondary data from the
databases recording screening results for HIV, syphilis, and hepatitis C at four prisons and
three detention centers in the Bangkok area. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The study involved a total of 12,401 newly admitted inmates, among whom the
prevalence of HIV/AIDS, syphilis, and hepatitis C virus infections was found to be 1.56%,
2.24%, and 2.49%, respectively. Out of these, 10,904 inmates were screened for HIV/AIDS,
10,100 for syphilis, and 10,136 for hepatitis C. The prevalence rates of HIV/AIDS, syphilis,
and hepatitis C among those screened were 18.10, 27.40, and 30.50 per 1,000 population,
respectively. Among Thai inmates, the prevalence rates were 18.10, 28.70, and 32.20 per
1,000 population for HIV/AIDS, syphilis, and hepatitis C, respectively. Among foreign
inmates, the prevalence rates were 18.20, 9.20, and 6.00 per 1,000 population for HIV/AIDS,
syphilis, and hepatitis C, respectively.

In summary, most newly admitted inmates in Bangkok prisons are more affected
by hepatitis C virus than by syphilis or HIV/AIDS. Therefore, the prisons should prioritize

screening for hepatitis C for all inmates and ensure rapid testing procedures. This will
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allow infected individuals to enter timely treatment processes and reduce the chances of

spreading the infection within the facilities.

In summary, most newly admitted Thai inmates in Bangkok prisons were found

to have hepatitis C more frequently than syphilis and HIV. Meanwhile, foreign inmates in

Bangkok prisons were more commonly diagnosed with HIV than syphilis and hepatitis C.

Therefore, prisons should prioritize the screening of sexually transmitted infections for all

inmates. Rapid screening can enable timely access to treatment for those infected and

reduce the chances of spreading the infection within the facilities.

Keyword : Prevalence, sexually transmitted diseases, hewly admitted inmates, prisons
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