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Providing antenatal services under the circumstances of the epidemic of Covid-19,
Hua Hin Hospital

Angsinee Kansukchareaml, Worawan Charomsuk’
Registered Nurse, Senior Professional level, Prachomklao College of Nursing, Phetchaburi Province. 1,

Registered Nurse, Professional level, Head of Antenatal care Unit, Hua Hin Hospital2

Abstract

Covid-19 is a newly-emerging disease, which has spread rapidly in people of all age
groups, including pregnant women. There are reports confirming cases of COVID-19 infection in
pregnant women and its impacts on pregnant women and fetuses e.g. preterm labor, increased
severity of gestational diabetes mellitus, hypertension during pregnancy, intrauterine growth
retardation, neonatal infections and perinatal mortality. Despite no reports of mother-fetus
transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and no infection found in newborn secretions and breast
milk, the severity of COVID-19 may cause acute pneumonia, respiratory failure and death.

Consequently, the healthcare system of Hua Hin Hospital’s antenatal department has
been improved including preparation of facilities and personnel. In an effort to generate COVID-19
knowledge and understanding, infection prevention protocols, risk assessment of pregnant women,
assessment and medical care for pregnant women suspected of being infected and for those
infected ones with and without severe symptoms as well as transferal to the health facilities
with suitable resources. The achieved outcomes are that staff are more knowledgeable and
well-prepared resulting in pregnant women’s reduced fear and anxiety. They thus become
more confident in healthcare services and are able to suitably engage in self-care at home. In
case of illness, they can visit the hospital for medical advice and healthcare services in a timely
manner reducing possible complications in pregnant women and fetuses.

Keywords : Providing antenatal services, COVID-19
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