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Editorial

Floods or inundations are natural disasters caused by both
natural factors and human actions, such as severe climate changes,
continuous rainfall, high tides, deforestation, and any obstacles to
waterways. The consequences of flooding can damage immensely
on people, animals, homes, orchards, farms, and businesses. The
characteristics of these include flash floods or mudslides that severely
affect residents in the areas, as people may not be ready to evacuate
immediately; waterlogging caused by large volumes of accumulated
water that could harm people and agricultural areas; prolonged flooding
can cause water-borne diseases; and overflowing riverbanks from
continuous rainfall that creates large volumes of water.

Is our world changing? Whether we aware the flooding situation
around the world that appears in the news, it was occurring frequently
and in an increasingly moving toward severe way. The rare phenomenon
have been reported recently, such as the massive flooding from the
heaviest rain in 100 years in Italy in May 2023; the typhoon that hit
China in August 2023, with the highest rainfall in 140 years, causing
massive flooding that forced hundreds of thousands of people to
evacuate their homes; floods and landslides on the island of Sumatra,
Indonesia, in March 2024, which almost 100,000 people had to evacuate
as well. In addition, Oman and the United Arab Emirates were hit by
the heaviest rain in 75 years in April 2024. The latest flood and landslide
occurred in Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, in September 2024, which
academics say is the worst in 40 years, affecting more than 50,000
households and causing economic damage of no less than 10 billion
baht. Therefore, we pray for the people in Chiang Rai Province and other
flood affected areas will overcome the crisis and restore all their homes,
orchards, farms, and economy as soon as possible.

Finally, for the helping hand, you may join donation through
any units or organizations that help to alleviate suffering people. Also
be prepared for flooding in your area if there is potential situation, catch
up with the warning announcement from the Meteorological Department,
prepare yourselves to access necessities e.g. drinking water, consumer
goods, flashlights, batteries.Those who are already in the flooded area,
be careful about sanitary, drink clean water, and intake clean, cooked
or freshly prepared food for good hygeine.
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