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Readiness of Officers in Provincial Public Health Offices
for Controlling of Hazardous Substance Products According
to Globally Harmonized System of Classification and

Labeling of Chemicals

Wanida Pinyowiwat

Bureau of Cosmetics and Hazardous Substances Control Food and Drug Administration

Abstract

The objectives of this research were: (1) to assess readiness of officers in provincial health
offices in surveillance of labels for hazardous substance products according to GHS (Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals); (2) to assess readiness of the
officers in giving advice to the entrepreneurs in their provinces on GHS for hazardous substance
type I; and (3) to assess knowledge of the officers on GHS. A total of 72 officers relevant to
hazardous substance products in the provincial health offices were study samples. They all
participated in the project on Potential Development of Officers in Provincial Health Offices on
Supervision of Hazardous Substances during 10-11 January, 2019 at Richmond Hotel in Nonthaburi
Province. The research tools were: (1) a questionnaire on readiness of the officers in the provincial
health offices on controlling of hazardous substance products based on GHS and (2) pre- and
post-test form of the discussion on Post Marketing Checking of Labels for Household Hazardous
Substance Products in the project. Data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, and t-test.
The research findings were that : (1) most of the provincial health offices had inadequate officers
for post marketing surveillance and they did not know the Ministry of Public Health Notification
relating to GHS; (2) they had not yet received any trainings on GHS, therefore, they lacked
confidence for giving advice to the entrepreneurs in their provinces. They requested GHS
knowledge dissemination by the Office of Food and Drug Administration towards the entrepreneurs
and people; and (3) the officers had significantly more knowledge on GHS after the discussion
than prior. However, this discussion focused on knowledge and understanding of 9 GHS pictograms
but not details on chemical hazard classification. Thus, GHS trainings should be provided as
crucial and urgent need to the officers.

Kegwords ¢ controlling of hazardous substance product, readiness, officers in provincial
health office, GHS
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