amum%f,ﬁm%ﬂuLﬂaubﬁagéuw%ﬁiuﬂq BRI LU L e
mmnaagulw'ﬁ FYKINMNLNUUGZUE N.F. 2554-2558

Situation of Microbial Contamination in Traditional Medicine and
Herbal Medicine During 2011-2015
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Abstract

Currently, Thai government and the Ministry of Public Health have a policy to promote
the use of herbal and traditional medicines and also the trend of using natural products is growing
rapidly. For this reason, there is a need for manufacturers and state agencies to pay attention to
the quality of those products. During the fiscal year 2011-2015 Regional Medical Sciences Center 3
Nakhonsawan obtained 304 samples from private manufacturers and Provincial Public Health
Offices to detect microbial contamination following Thai pharmacopoeia supplement 2005; 140
samples were evaluated according to the Notification of Thai FDA in the National Gazettevolume
121 section 43 (announced date; 21 April 2004) another 164 samples were evaluated follow
Thai pharmacopoeia supplement 2005. The results showed that 109 samples (35.85%) failed to
comply with the standard, the medicines from Provincial Health Offices sent for quality surveillance
showed the best quality followed by the medicines from private manufacturers sent for registration
and non-registered medicines showed the lowest quality. The percentage of failed to comply
were 25.47, 35.00 and 44.16 respectively. The finding of Clostridium spp., total viable aerobic
bacteria count, Enterobacteria, Escherichia coli, total viable aerobic fungi count and Salmonella spp.
were 81, 29, 29, 15, 11 and 9 samples respectively and the percentage of samples that did not
comply with the standard each year were 37.93, 47.37, 51.52, 13.04 and 18.75 respectively. For
the last 2 years of studied, 2014 and 2015 the percentage was decreased in number less than 20.
This may be the impact resultant from the Provincial Health Offices which continuously educate
Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) to local manufacturers, do a surveillance and monitor products
quality. The intensive Co-operation between private manufacturers and state agencies will improve
the quality of products and lift up the competitiveness of Thai entrepreneurs in ASEAN Economics

Community (AEC), certainly.

Keywords : Herbal medicine, Microbial contamination, Traditional medicine
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