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Abstract

In 2009, the Bureau of Epideminology, Department of Disease Control reported the number
of patients who were poisoned by pesticides as 1,520 cases. Where as the Health Impact Assessment
System, Health Systems Research Institute, estimates that the number of patients from chemicals
may reach 200,000 to 400,000 cases per year. The government, therefore, has encouraged farmers
to practice organic farming free from chemical use. It also has raised awareness of organic vegetable
consumption and appropriate washing methods of vegetables and fruits. Bang Lai sub-district,
located in Bueng Na Rang district, Phichit province, has conducted knowledge promoting campaigns
about toxicity of insecticide contamination in vegetables and fruits, and appropriate washing
methods since 2012. Objective: This research aimed to study knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors
on insecticide contamination in fresh vegetables and fruits among 335 households in Bang Lai
sub-district, Bueng Na Rang district, Phichit province by using rating-scale questionnaires. Results:

The analysis found that consumer knowledge of insecticide contamination in fresh vegetables and
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fruits was good (mean score 87.0%). The attitude analysis found that consumers highly agreed

that they would choose to buy fresh organic fruits and vegetables if available, they wanted to have

organic vegetables available in every market, and they moderately agreed that fresh vegetables
were contaminated with insecticides at low levels. The behavior analysis found that most consumers
washed vegetables and fruits with water regularly. Findings also showed that consumers had no
choice of buying organic vegetables. Therefore, the government should promote availability of
organic vegetables and raise awareness of washing vegetables, as a final step, which could

reduce risk from insecticide exposure among consumers

Keywords : Practice, Knowledge, Attitude, Insecticide, Chemical Pesticide
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