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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the ability and readiness of health
supplement entrepreneurs to ASEAN GMP and product guidelines under the ASEAN
Harmonization on Health Supplements. The questionnaire was used as a tool to assess the
ability and readiness of entrepreneurs, 117 respondents in total, in the public hearings on
"The potential and readiness of health supplement entrepreneurs to support the operation
under the ASEAN Agreement on health supplements" with the aim of having the same quality
and standard of products (ASEAN Harmonization). Eventually, the acceptance amongst ASEAN
members in terms of conformity assessment on health products and services including
economic cooperation will be achieved. The study period was from February — December
2014. The results showed that entrepreneurs can follow the ASEAN GMP Guideline within
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2015, 3 years and 10 years which were 12.07 84.48 and 100 percent, respectively. In terms
of products, entrepreneurs are able to follow the ASEAN Agreement including stability study
and shelf-life, limits of contaminants and labeling requirements which were 33.33 87.44 and
71.70 percent, respectively. For ASEAN requirements of product registration, 26.6% of

entrepreneurs can follow by 2015 and 83.12% need time to prepare themselves for 4 years.

In this regard, Bureau of food must collaborate continuously with relevant agencies in
developing entrepreneurs and manufacturers in terms of knowledge, law and ASEAN

regulations.
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