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ABSTRACT

Currently herbal medicine use is considerably popular, especially for treatment and prevention of

illnesses. According to the law, it is stated that adulteration of modern medicine in herbal medicines is

prohibited. However, it is often detected adulterated modern medicines in products. 14 Regional Medical

Sciences Centers and Bureau of Drug and Narcotic, Department of Medical Sciences, under the Community

Medical Sciences Project, investigated and gathered the data of analytical results of 1,584 herbal medicines

samples, submitted by provincial health offices, hospitals and private sector from all over the country during

2008-2009. As a result, 283 samples (17.87 percent) were found adulterated with modern medicines;

tablet dosage form is the most frequent impure type. Moreover, 47.00 percent of adulterated samples were

found to be impure with more than 1 modern medicine. The examples of detected modern medicines are

steroids, NSAIDs, Antihistamines and Psychotropic Substances. Samples from northeastern part of the

country are found to be most adulterated. Long-term consumption of these impure herbal medicines could

be harmful to health; therefore, choosing safe products should be maintained. In addition, relevant institutions

and consumers should pay great attention and collaborate to create more systematic and effective approach,

for ultimate safe of consumers.

Key words : Adulterated, Herbal medicine, Modern medicine
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