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Study of the Situation, Regulation,
and Control Measures of Pesticide residues in the Imported

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
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ABSTRACT

The Objective of this study was to review the situation on pesticide residues on imported fresh fruits
and vegetables during the financial year 2008 to the financial year 2012. It was the period of time of Thailand
had made Free Trade Agreements : FTA with various countries. The Study aimed to know how many items
of imported fresh fruits and vegetables contaminated with pesticide residues and where these produces came
from, and also study the regulation concerned together with the control measures these fresh produces.

The result of the study found that there were 35 items of imported fresh vegetables from China,
Myanmar, Vietnam, India, Japan, Taiwan, Australia, New Zealand, England, the United States of America and
Canada and 18 items of imported fresh fruits from China, India, Japan, Australia and England contaminated
with pesticide residues during the financial year 2008 to the financial year 2012. Those imported fresh fruits
and vegetables had the origin from various countries in Asia, Australia, Europe and America. The study on
the analysis results found that if we did more sampling for laboratory analysis, the more contamination of
pesticide residues was found. Apart from this, the study also found that the same kind of fruits imported
from the different countries might have the different pesticide residues. The study on the control measures
of the Food and Drug Administration of imported fresh fruits and vegetables found that the test-kit used
for screening test at the Food and Drug Checkpoint could detect only two groups of pesticides
(Organophosphorous and Carbamate) but not detect another two groups (Organochlorine and Pyrethroid).

According to the law and regulation, the penalty in case of sub-standard food violation is not appropriate
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due to the situation has changed, therefore it should be revised to make the fine higher. For the import

control measures, the Food and Drug Administration should issue a new Ministerial Notification to promulgate

the specific port of entry for imported fresh fruits and vegetables, which could make the more convenient
and practical control for quarantine system implementation, the declaration of health certificate for fresh fruits
and vegetables for importation, etc. The Government should provide more budgets for sample analyses in
laboratory and develop the test kit which could detect all groups of pesticide residues and also support more

standard laboratories for more analysis samples in the future.

Keywords : Import control, Imported fresh fruits and vegetables, Pesticide residues
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