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Factors related to pesticide use behavior among the elderly

in Na Muen District, Nan Province

NantawanThupala, M.P.H.' Taweewun Srisookkum, Ph. D’
Saratchan Udomkaewkarn, M.P.H’ Rathasart Khunyod, B.P.H.'
Prachuab LamlukDr.P.H.' Somkid JuwaDr.P.H.”

1. Na Muen District Public Health Office, Na Muen District, Nan Province.

2. Public Health Major Faculty of Public Health University of Phayao.

Abstract

This survey aimed to study the factors related to pesticide use behavior among the elderly in Na
Muen District, Nan Province. Data were collected by questionnaires from 642 samples. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, Chi-square, and Pearson's product momentum. The results showed
that the majority of the sample was male (61.4%), aged 60-69 years (74.10%), married (84.2%), had
primary education (80.5%), worked as rubber planters (29.1%), had some monthly income (43.9%), had
no underlying diseases (58.7%), had general public status (96.6%), had gold card healthcare rights
(89.7%), had moderate knowledge about pesticides (43.2%), and had high pesticide use behavior (58.9%).
Factors significantly related to behavior at the 0.05 significance level were social status. Health literacy in
3 dimensions: inquiry, understanding, and access. The research results from this study will lead to the
development of a health literacy program for the elderly exposed to pesticides in Na Muen District, Nan
Province (Phase 2).

Keywords: Pesticides; Health Literacy; Pesticide Use Behaviors
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