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Situation of Drowning of children under 15 years old in 2013-2018, The Health Region 2

Thianrat Teeraphibun M.P.H
Office of Disease Prevention and Control region 2,
Department of Disease Control,

Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

Abstract

Drowning is also a public health threat in children under 15 years of age. This study aims to study
epidemiological of drowning deaths of children under 15 years old. The population studied was Thai children
under the age of 15 who drowned in the area under responsibility of the Health Region 2 were Uttaradit, Tak,
Sukhothai, Phitsanulok and Phetchabun in 2013-2018. 260 subject who drowned dead. The method of study was
based on a retrospective descriptive research. Collect data from the drowning of the Bureau of Communicable
Diseases, Department of Disease Control, 2013-2017 and investigation data for drowning, death, drowning
surveillance program, in the health region 2, year 2018. Aanalyzing secondary data for the past 6 years between 1
January 2013 to 31 December 2018 by Microsoft Excel 2016 using descriptive statistics presented as a number,
percentage, proportion and rate. The result showed situation of Drowning of children under 15 years old in the
Health Region 2 5 years from 2014-2018 is a moderate risk area and may be more likely. Males die twice more
than females. The age group 5-9 years have the most deaths (41.9%). In April, the number of children died
(14.2%) and very high, especially during the 3 months end of semester (36.2%). Sukhothai province has the
highest death rate (14.3 per hundred thousand children) and a high-risk area. Risk factors of drowning occurred
negligence and behavior of individuals, both children and child care providers, is the main factor and easy access
to water resources is a reinforcing factor. Reducing drowning problems must be done in both people and the
environment by using social power cooperation of networks in all sectors. Although this study has limitations on
the incompleteness of the data, it makes understanding of epidemiological characteristics and the size of the
problem. Acquisition of data, analysis, utilization of data and reflecting information to networks and communities

will help lead to death protection planning.

Keywords: drowning, death, investigation
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