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Kanwipha Khamthasee*, Ariya Sirithongkum*, Naiyana Santiyanon M.Sc. (Clinical Pharmacy)**,

Suwimon Yeephu Ph.D. (Biopharmaceutical Sciences)**

ABSTRACT

BACKGROUND: A drug allergy is an adverse drug reaction that may result in severe patient harm.

Patients having good knowledge of a drug allergy can prevent repeated allergic reactions, which is
the pivotal goal in providing pharmaceutical care to patients with a history of drug allergy.

OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the knowledge of drug allergy and factors related to knowledge score of

patients with a drug allergy history.
METHODS: This descriptive study was conducted by collecting the data from patients with a history

of drug allergy who visited Ongkarak Hospital during 1 January 2017 - 31 December 2019. The
questionnaires were sent to study participants by post. Descriptive statistics were used to describe
the knowledge of drug allergy. Inferential statistics were used to analyze factors related to knowledge

score of drug allergy. P-value < 0.05 was considered statistically significant.

RESULTS: Forty-four patients were eligible for study participation. The majority of patients had a
knowledge score of drug allergy at a good level (27 patients; 61.40%). The highest percentage of

patients giving the correct answer was found with a question asking about the symptom of allergic
reaction (43 patients; 97.73%) followed by the question asking about the indication of allergic drug
(34 patients; 77.27%). The factors that significantly related to knowledge score of drug allergy were
age, education level, having a drug allergy card and having caregiver taking care of medication use
(p<0.001, 0.008, 0.023 and 0.028 respectively). J
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: The majority of participants had good knowledge

of drug allergy. Age, education level, having a drug allergy card and having caregiver taking care of
medication use were significantly related to knowledge score of drug allergy. These results
emphasize the importance of giving information about drug allergy history to patients that should
be concern for developing the pattern of patient care in order to improve the repeated drug allergy

prevention system.
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