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GREEN TOBACCO SICKNESS

Marut Tamnakpo M.D.*

ABSTRACT

Green tobacco sickness (GTS) resulted from dermal absorption of nicotine dissolved in
the water on tobacco leaves, always occur at the morning or after the rainfall because of high
humidity. The symptoms were dizziness headache nausea and vomiting which arise from nicotine
toxicity. The onset of disease is 3-17 hours after expose to green tobacco and remain 1-3 days.
Diagnosis by the symptoms occur while or after tobacco harvested. Although GTS was self-limited,
but severe patient should be treated by intravenous fluid and anti-histamine drug. Risk factors
were compromised skin, alcohol consumption, wet condition, humidity and hot weather. Water
resistance dresses, gloves and shoes should be worn to prevent GTS as well as avoid humid
weather. GTS could be prevented by educated to tobacco agriculturist, so the government and

community played important role to this issue to reduce the incidence.

Keywords Green tobacco sickness, green tobacco, Tobacco farmer’s sickness, nicotine toxicity

*Department of preventive and social medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University

*Occupational medicine division, Department of Out Patient, Phramongkutklao hospital

194

>>1GuJsudYans :: CHIANGRAI MEDICAL JOURNAL




unidn

Jaquduiivsruiaiui maguyvidemalis
Aelsndeusenng 4 1wy uniSeen lsaUangaiu
Fo%a lsaviaenidonvidla lusy' uidsdidunse
91nM3Ugnlugngu (Nicotinia Tabacum) Fsés
Lidufizdnduinndn Tuuszmelnedinnsugn
lugnauinnnitaesauls waziiinunsnsguan
Tunguannnindniiusiiua® Geduriadsnnay
N198UNM (Health Hazard) 6149 kA avusou
msmdndngiiy wagvimsmavihanuilimnga
(Awkward Posture) dsnalviiinUaymaunimeineg
Ao nMsumduInANiou fivainaisied uaz
nsumdunanielasesne augsu Jaym
auadenamannsiatuldiuinunsnaiheg 1
uilsafiAntuanzfunuasnsivgnluengy
wihttu Ao “Tsnfivlugnguan (Green tobacco
sickness)” 1WulsafiAnInMsgaduilafuior
Tuneabulugnguidilulusismesiumsiionds
dsnnifelutunsuniafufeluenguilinn
Awillafudsundu gUleaziionnts wiiia
Ao vanftsue Aduld enFeu vanvioa idudu’e
lne Weizenecker waz Deal \JuflAiey
nmanugUislusgriaetn Ussimmansgewin’
uenanil enmsvestsafivlugnguandiennis
pdeiUNITUIARUIINALSoULaT IYAINENS
mMindngive Jnhlbiamuduaulunsidedelse
Tmnlaiduasilsail

Tsafiwlugguannulalunanedsemad
Ugnluenau 1wy ansgowsn uida uasuniade

=10 Gafiaugniwanansiululuwsasanu

usiu
WailesnluwiasUssimaiitadoineliialsnd
wansineiu Tudsenalnedinisfinyives Saleeon
wazansz' Inefnwunumsnsiugniueguludmin
WU 473 AU WUANUYNToEAL 22.6 LA
Wi Tuusswelveesdifiednnulidesus

favndoyan1aivinig deugideudalaaunii

unAoWlluWdMS

lsnimuluenguan

unANnuSnmsiiAgiulsefiuluguaniio
U55180991M15 M3ITTY N3N Uaziaue
wwnnnsUesiuainisaiylugiauan
szlgudtnsAne
msfnnildgudeyaludunodidn 4 g
%’a;&a 0} Pubmed, Scopus, Ovid Way Google
scholar InglgrlunisAum fie Green tobacco
sickness, Green tobacco wag Tobacco farmer’s
sickness d@nsuunanululszmalnglaldgu
Yaya Thai journal online TdAnlunisaum e
wwlugnguan, lugngu uazinwasnsuanluengu
Faust W..2533 fla W.A.2560 FONUNAIIAIN
undngeiAgtesiulsaiy
Tuenguaniidunmwlneviessnguitannse
Wrilsunanuatuiuld unanumdvinsyneia
wu Gnusduaty unarwiuginns s
AUae unAuiaussansnis Wudu gniaun
Foudsuarduanevidoyaiidndy vonani
feldrumdoyaiiiufumuussanynsuvesunay
#ng 9 Fidunude
NANTIANYY
wuunamiAeatestulsafivlusnguan
U 36 UNAY UIENBURIEY UNAIIUAIY
8INOWIIUIU 35 UNAIY WAZUNAINUNTWLNEY
w1 Ay suadudnusiuadudiuom 28
uneauiTINMTSIuIL 4 unAy ey
AU 1 UNANIY IAVNNETaUTINNENIS
1 unany by
NTIATITIRANIN 2 UnAY TNus
suatuldunsAnuiBaingeyt o ganaitana
Wil (Cross-Sectional Analytic Study) 311U 21
UNAIIN NIANIANILATIZAEDUNAIINHANN
Wne (Case Control Study) 31171 4 UnAIY
WaNISANYIATIATIERNIALUMHA (Cohort
Study) 314U 3 UNANY \flosrnunAuang 9
fnamsdnmiflndifsstu dafudinusiaden

Un 10 auui 172561 195



unAoOWTuwdMs
n1sm Fnuniws

196

uneufisudusarddylunisdousSeuas
Fuaswilgsad
213

Tsafiwlugnguan ifnanfivillafuiigngadu
vl Fegiheaziionmsfinuldvsede
Jadou tindsey eauld endeu uenainil wu
91M138U T WU Bouuse Fn mnate el
fadn Uanvies du Au (oo s uazens

S6101213 Rqugl91n1569 9 azanunsangleiles

%
melu 2-3 3u uiluseifionnsguuseiliia
oIMsInTasFosdNDE s uonani
fnenufinelulssmadiuivgnlueguiinlse
Eosinophilic pneumonia Fampinddnuieades
fuiwilafuanlugnguan' 910156199 @1anse
Antuld 317 Flusmdedudatuluguaniidendy
ware1N15azAtegld 1-3 Tundsaindens
inwnsnsiignlusnguiidnsgtinsaifnlsail
1.88 Susia 100 Tufided®
N133193Y

Tsafiwlugnguan Selsifinausinisideded
Tatau wilazdin1sAinwanuinnan 20 Yudusds
lufanaunieasansinadnanausinsidadueeng
Hugusssutuan snidesns q dasnnldinnst
my3tiade A 1itwdudalugguanlunisitnu
2 flfFududationnseing q wu Jadou aauld
Unsws uavendewdudu 3.enmsiintuvee
MU viRevasnduraliifu 2 Ju 20102

TuuidsursauneeulgnITnsain
Cotinine Fudufusinsdanm Biomarker) v
Alafu'® Whuduseelunsidadonsduda
Alafuainluenguan Wy N1sANIY0Y Onuki
uazAUg'® Wuiwf{ﬂw%ﬁmmsﬁwﬂwa TREAN
wiunmlidadied Cotinine Tullaanizannnii
50 ng/mU/m? wenaniigadinsanwiiiausinas
laduifonnnsduialusiguasmudi e
pduditennnnii 0.2¢ pe/cm? 2

nsfududailafuanluenguan

fladu (Nicotine) 1uasdananesi
ansaavaetily Fediqrdiduansidouuasi
Sugnguatduedld!’ fedunisdudadlafiuay
Aintusnitgluneudn imszdihéaduduo
wnuulugigulaednéns 100 mi fdlafuds 9
mg vieifisusihdladuluyni 6 uou Fduiui
omAtuSotuannumsnsaIsduTaEsle
fl4 600 mUviSeiisuwinnsduiadlafiuyys 36
w® wanfuiinsuiuiinlsefivlueiguaniia
nmspaduilafuluthénshufions uenani
faililadedug fanunsadaaiunisgady 1wy
oInAsou nshuneanosed waymsldidering
Wenvju ustu Jedeidesiunsgady wu ms
Tadefnifuth nisvhauluaninerniauis
wazUszaunsainmsihaduiu wunwd 1)

>>1GuJsudYans :: CHIANGRAI MEDICAL JOURNAL



unAoWlluwdMs

lsnwuluenguan

+Rvtisldanysal wu iy
aaen gnua WJusiu

+huueanesod
a . +anzun
+yhadlulsengy ALY
+Ravtlsdudaluegu ranufeu

l l

eadulunanaun

Avisdudailafiy —— gadunufmds — Talay Cotinine Tu —lsafivlugnauan

T

-‘derwiveyandasiuin

-Usraun1saIn1s¥ingu

Pnanevselaaniy

wNUAIN? 1 Fenauastadelunisdudailafivanluenavan USudeunn Arcury wavaniz™)

nansznuvasllafudassne
Tlafufigadusuimisannsanszane
wWhdnseuaidonuwazsuy Blood-Brain Barrier
hdavedasnisvudauuulilindsanu (Passive
Transport) wagnisvualngldndanu (Active
Transport) W11 Choroid plexus kagluduniu
1UsAUFISU (Receptor) YasauaddIU cortical,
hippo-campal, nigrostriatal, mesolimbic,
thalamic, hypothalamic, mid- brain, Wag brain
stem GensrduliiAnornsuandsugiausiinag
ffflauenquisneg uidsliamnsaagunalnd
Fauld 2 wonnil AlpRudseaunsarilviaa
amsideomnslneruszuuUszamaNa1
wazdulangldsed 1. svuuuszamaiunanain
mﬂﬁiﬂaummiaﬁué’%miwé"ﬂl,ﬂﬂlwﬁl,ﬁagmmi
1 neuropeptide Y (NPY) Wag agouti- related
peptide (AgRP) waznszAuMvasUUInddeoms
1y proopiomelanocortin (POMC) Wz cocaine-

and amphetamine-regulated transcript (CART)

Feanodu Hypothalamus Shilrusunisuds
Wilnisaeswiin 2 szuulsvamduansiin
ndlafunsedueadluiulyivds Adiponectin
waz Leptin duilidesmsuasifiunszuaunms
WAUeaTNlA*" Chemoreceptor trigger zone
flogluaneadiu Medulla oblongata Faidudau
fimuauniserdeuansonseuldlagdiisan
laRu? vonanni dlefuaansonsedulszam
WITIWUNLSAN (Parasympathetic nervous)
feglumafiuons silglasuiladuursau
fionsvnaviaale”
n133n¥N
wilsafiwlugnguanazanunsameiadle
wAfuensafigaeTornsuamalalézunis
quafignéies Wenuilhedifiennsiidnléiulse
fwlugnguan TiigUagesnanuinaliengu
Tustuft Waswdern o1uth wasfuthlidiseme
yngtagldannsoduiilduazdonnisniniy
asliiansimanaendend wasmnguaods

Un 10 auui 172561 197



un

AoOWIuWdIMS

nism Fnuniws

198

laifduannsalensnuniueins i silundgs
Anti-Histamine 1Jufu®*?
nslasiy
Yoanedraglunisaaduidladuain
Tugnguan fe Rawtda Wiuldanuwunini 1
sedumstosiufigndty o msamnisduiailafiu
yrsfionila iy anslldnaileruih anslldderusly
analldseasiny dhfudounanadin Wudu Tae
mshuueanesedneumsiivlugguiilivase
\Benveneiduiiunisgedudlaiumsioni
avtumsvandsansiuaiosiuueanesesieu
nmafiulugnguan uenandanimiandesluns
audadidwddgnseilafuanluenavan
annsoavmetild deduavanideanaiuly
sngulutadunsgdidannilusgu emnedy
o1maseu iy ndsmaiiufeluenguans
&afle evunh wdsudetiyslvaiileannisduda

S81926°28 ¢l ASANWIVEY FRUNMSIAY

Ay
AL WU ﬂ'lﬂﬁmmiﬁmﬁ’mﬁﬂmﬁ'uLLaz
awiFedlsafinlugnguan msflusseduayumnig
AsaUATIasdInY ansaduasuliAangfnssy
mstesiuselsald
aAUTIINANITANYN
lsafiwlugnguaniinisAnuilulseina
avsgeuintlutusn wassteanimsdnwanniy
TulszmauTBauazUszivalauniueige 0%
anui sl nenumuniniifiasasiu
dlosshendadefisnaiuluwiazauite way
anmwindeunsyhaudisnet nuidednle
Aadelaenisldoinisudniiddy fe Jadeu
AAuld Uindswe wazondou Judneinnisiiy
vesilafunasisneudnalnueseIn1suIeEg

221 nn505739 Cotinine Tulnangvse

galsidaau
Jaanizvesfiieenagdriemsidedela weilu
mauRmsiuTeuiieuanldinglunisnsiaiu

waftlFuA ol

Tnfilugnguananuisnmeresld mngiae
Lldsududailefuiifiutu fufunisannis
duddlunguanislonuiiunuasnsfifiennsdi
Isfulsnfwluenguandafinnudddussnads
wu naidsudedh o1uth &afle Wudu ms
Uoaiusnag wWu nmsauldyaiuy e1aagyili
inwmsnaiunsuaduanaufeuld venaini
msvanidssmaAvlusguluseudidululdn
Tnstannzlulssndlnedsoglumiou Famniiu
Tugvanenseung e1agyliinunsnsiasuns
viaduananusouiunniy dafunuasnsens
faruslunstiostufiinntunszluma o
Tuusiaz Fuemeliidsulunasanal uenain
finslussaduayumsaseuadussdsnudady

o

dedragylunsteeiu saduniassuianishiaang

o 3

o o

danlunistesiulsadl Insanizegredaluls

)

grguivgnenguliiulsanuengunszng
nsARaMTIzENLsomUALlARY wazeITUEY
soludmuinunsnsiivgnergulungudu 9
ayunan1sAnen
lsafivlugnguaniinainnisgaduiilasiu
nsRmtlnelilAnen1sdfy Ae 293w Ui
fyvz eduld uazendou deflnrmndendaiy
Tsafivansidadmgiivwaznisuiaduainainy
Sou misatadeldennissiudunisdudaluenay
andadlifitoaguiidanulunisitdads 913
#199 Tdstuasameiedimniaslalisy
dudadlafufinidy mnldli3unmsguaiigndes
FUapansnsaiinensiiguussld Tunsdigiae
flomsguussanunsadnuldlnenisliansd
NNNAOALFOAAILAZEITNYINIUBINTT LU
gufodoy sudiadsunazeuivin udu
nstestuanunsavilalagldyn gefle seavi
fituile wesvAndssmaiuluengulugedid
Arwtiugs mslvinnud nsaduayumedsa
wazasaua nudrudrdnlunstosiulsaiiv

>>1GuJsudYans :: CHIANGRAI MEDICAL JOURNAL



Tugngu dedudiddufendes wu Tssnuegu
Tsanegua g Arsdmsulunissusd
HostuilelallAnlsafivlusguaniu
REFERENCES

1.United States Department of Health and
Human Services. The health consequences
of smoking—50 years of progress :a report
of the Surgeon General. Atlanta(GA): U.S.
Department of Health and Human Service,
Center for Chronic Diseases Prevention and
Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and
Health; 2014.

2 Aseod Ainefeaquy], Ussnmssal Beuotiud,
Ylan Yunsedn, nuants auding. asUaaunisal
nsmIuANNISUSIaRguYesUsEmelng ..
2555, NSANNUUAT : WIRyATUAIMSRLY; 2555,
3./39350 Wnessanug, Uuiing lfilugasn
asal, Ul funsedne. aguaniunisalnng
AIUANNNTUSINALNEUYRIUTEWALYE W.A. 2559,
NTUNNUMIUAS: \WSaAtunsnnIRL; 2559,

4. Lecours N, Almeida GE, Abdallah JM, Novotny
TE. Environmental health impacts of tobacco
farming: a review of the literature. Tob Control.
2012;21(2):191-6.

5.Parikh JR, Gokani VN, Doctor PB, Kulkarni
PK, Shah AR, Saiyed HN. Acute and chronic
health effects due to green tobacco exposure
in agricultural workers. Am J Ind Med.
2005;47(6):494-9.

6.Olivieira PP, Sihler CB, Moura Ld. Malta
DC, Towes MC, Lima SM, et al. First reported
outbreak of green tobacco sickness in Brazil.
Cad Saude Publica. 2010;26(12):2263-9.

7. Weizenecker R, Deal WB. Tobacco cropper’s
sickness. J Fla Med Assoc. 1970;57(12):13-4.
8. Arcury TA, Quandt SA, Preisser JS. Predictors

unAOWTuYIIMS

llsnimuluenguan

of incidence and prevalence of green tobacco
sickness among Latino farmworkers in North
Carolina, USA. J Epidemiol Community Health.
2001;55(11):818-24.

9.Bartholomay P, Iser BP, Oliveira PP, Santos
TE, Malta DC, Sobel J, et al. Epidemiologic
investigation of an occupational illness of
tobacco harvesters in southern Brazil, a
worldwide leader in tobacco production.
Occup Environ Med. 2012;69(7):514-8.
10.0nuki M, Yokoyama K, Kimura K, Sato
H, Bin Nordin R, Naing L, et al. Assessment
of urinary cotinine as a marker of nicotine
absorption from to bacco leaves: a study on
tobacco farmers in Malaysia. J Occup Health.
2003;45(3):140-5.

11.T. S, W. S, H. MP, Saleeon T, Siriwong W,
Maldonado-Perez HL, et al. Green tobacco
sickness among Thai traditional tobacco
farmers, Thailand. Int J Occup Environ Med.
2015;6(3):169-76.

12.Fassa AG, Faria NM, Meucci RD, Fiori NS,
Miranda VI, Facchini LA. Green tobacco sickness
among tobacco farmers in southern Brazil. Am
J Ind Med. 2014;57(6):726-35.

13. Kongtip P, Chantanakul S, Trikunakornwong
A, Yoosook W, Loosereewanich P, Rojanavipart
P. Assessment of Nicotine Dermal Contact and
Urinary Cotinine of Tobacco Processing Workers.
J Med Assoc Thail. 2009;92Suppl4:128-33
14.Yoshioka D, Ishii H, Hatano Y, Umeki K,
Sakamoto N, Shirai R, et al. A case of eosinophilic
pneumonia in a tobacco harvester. Allergol
Int. 2011;60(4):551-4.

Un 10 auun 172561 199



