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Abstract : The Role and Duty of Physical Therapists in Community
Hospitals.

Ariyachaikul S* Pengping V** Habudha V***

Objective : To find the role and duty of physical therapists (PT) in community hospital. To survey
the demographic data of the physical therapist and the structure and personnei management profile
of the physical therapy unit.

Method : The questionnaires were mailed to 85 physical therapists in the community hospitals.
The foilow up was done by postcard reminder, repeated questionnaire and telephone call. The
response rate was 91.8%. After checking, the questionnaires were sent back to the respondent to
edit the irrelevance data. Then, the analysis was done by the Statistical Package for the Sccial
Sciences {(SPSS for Windows 7.5).

Results : Most physical thrapists in the community hospitals worked in the 60- to 90-bed hospitals,
had worked for less than 2 years {78.2%) and had never worked in other hospitals (92.3%). Most
PT were temporary government employment and had received the salary in the bachelor degree
level. However, 27.3% received salary under the degree level. With the additional wage, the
proportion of the total income that was under .the level, was only 12.8%. Most of the head of the
physical therapy unit were PT (47.8%) and was under the responsible of the Medical Service
Department (38.5%). The remaining head were other professions or personnel assigned by the
director. Most of the physical therapists’ role were curative. The proportion of the curative role:
promotion/prevention: rehabilitation: management: and academic was 60:12:13:8:7. The patients
treated per day were 5 — 35 with the average of 14.4 + 7.21,

Conclusion : The physical therapists in the community hospitals should be encouraged to do more
promotion/prevention role. The professional and the responsible organisations should urgently
solve the low salary, the administration and personnel management problems. Buil Chiang Mai Assoc

Med Sci 2001; 34: 189-79.

Key words. Physical therapy, community schaol, role, duty
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