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Abstract : Quality System Development of Medical Laboratory in Upper-north
Region of Thailand following to The Thailand Medical Technology Standard

Salakchit chutipongvivate,* Boonrat vongchompoo*

Medical laboratory in hospitals of the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) tasks are to provide information
for the diagnosis, prevention and treatment in assessment of the health. The laboratory information must be
accurate and reliable. Quality system is important and necessary for the purpose of National or International
Standard. National Standard of the Association of Medical Technology Thailand (AMTT) version 2001 was
impiemented for medical laboratory of hospital in region 1. Twenty medical laboratories from Chiang Mai,
Chiang Rai, Phayoa, Lumphun, Lumpang, Nan, Prare and Maehongson provinces participated in this pilot
project. Check list of the AMTT were used to evaluate level of development into 3 levels. It was found that
1 regional hospital, 7 general hospitals and 13 community hospitals increased their developed level of quality
system. They can upgrade their level 60% and no medical laboratory was in level 1. The percentage of devel-
oped laboratory from level 2 and 3 to higher level were 25 and 75. Two of 15 (13.3%) hospitals can pass
laboratory accreditation. Seven of 15 (46.7%) hospitals were in the process of laboratory accreditation. It was
shown that medical laboratory of hospital in region 1 had potency and efficiency to run quality system by
themselves. MOPH should expand the project in all hospitals. Medical laboratory which could not implement any
requirement must continue to analyze and implement strategy to develop quality system. Bull Chiang Mai Assoc

Med Sci 2005; 38: 173-178.

Key words: quality system, laboratory accreditation

* Regional Medical Sciences Centre, Chiang Mai.
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