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Continuing Education Needs of Nursing Science Programs in the Bangkok Metropolitan
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Abstract

This descriptive research study examines the need for advanced nursing education,
including a Master of Nursing Science Program, Specialized Nursing Programs, and a Bachelor
of Nursing Science (BNSc) program designed for graduates from other fields. A multi-stage
sampling method was employed, involving 499 professional nurses and 465 service users,
supplemented by a purposive qualitative sample of 22 participants. Research tools include 1)
a questionnaire on the demand for nursing and midwifery professional education programs, 2)
a questionnaire for service users' opinions, and 3) an interview on the demand for the Faculty
of Nursing to open Master of Nursing Science and Bachelor of Nursing Science programs for
graduates with degrees in other fields. Content validity was 0.81, 1.0, and 1.0. Reliability, using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient, was 0.91 and 0.92. Data collection was conducted from February
2023 to September 2023. Data analysis was performed using frequency distribution,

percentages, and content analysis.
The research findings show that 1) professional nurses are most interested in pursuing
a master's degree in educational administration, with 12.63% expressing interest. 2)
Professional nurses want to study a specialized nursing program in Critical Care Nursing (Adults
and Elderly), with 18.83% expressing interest. 3) Professional nurses and service users agree
with the opening of a Bachelor of Nursing program for graduates with degrees in other fields,
with 67.14% and 93.11%, respectively. 4) The reasons for opening a Master of Nursing program
are the ability to integrate knowledge and evidence-based practice and the opening of a
Bachelor of Nursing program for graduates with degrees in other fields, which leads to diversity
among nurses. The research findings will be used as a guideline for opening Master of Nursing
programs, specialized nursing programs, and Bachelor of Nursing programs for graduates with

degrees in other fields.
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