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Transcultural Competency of Nursing Students at

Boromarajonnani College of Nursing, Nakhon Ratchasima
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Abstract

According to domains of learning in nursing, learners need to be equipped with
knowledge and nursing skills which take cultural diversity into consideration. The purpose of
this descriptive research was to study and compare the cultural competencies of student
nurses studying at the Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Nakhon Ratchasima. Participants
were 200 nursing students in their first to fourth year, who were recruited using simple random
sampling. Data were collected using the cultural competency questionnaire, which is divided
into two parts: the cultural knowledge test (KR-20 = 0.84) and the cultural competency self-
evaluation (Cronbach’s alpha coefficient = 0.88). Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, Chi-square tests, and One-Way ANOVA. Research results revealed that the overall
cultural competency of the nursing students was at the cultural awareness level, and there
were no difference (p > 0.05) in the mean scores between classes (year of study). After the
sub-domains of cultural competency were analyzed, we found that the knowledge about
culture of the 4™ year nursing students was highest (X = 8.74, S.D. =1.97) and that it was
statistically significantly higher than the other classes (p = 0.05). However, there were no
differences found between the classes’ cultural awareness, the cultural skills, the cultural
encounter, and the cultural desire (p > 0.05). This study’s findings can be applied to
developing learning management in order to improve the cultural competency among nursing

students.

Keywords: nursing competency, cultural competency, nursing students
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