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Abstract
This predictive correlational research
aimed to study the correlation and the

predictive power between analytical thinking
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attributes and health care competency among
practical nursing students in Boromarajonani
College of Nursing, Songkhla. Sample was 84
practical nursing students who enrolled in the
academic year 2014-2015. Research instrument
was a questionnaire consisting of three parts:
general information, critical thinking attributes,
and professional attributes. Content validity of
the questionnaire was confirmed by 3 experts.
And its reliability was examined using
Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient yielding a value
of .83. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, Pearson’s Product Moment, and
simple linear regression. The study found the
following.1) The analytical thinking’s attributes
were positively correlated with high level of
the health care competency among the
practical nursing students (r= .694, p< .001).2)
The analytical thinking’s attributes predicted
48.20 % variance in the health care competency
among the practical nursing students (p<.001).
The Boromarajonani College of Nursing,
Songkhla should focus on teaching and
learning management to promote analytical
thinking among the practical nursing students
by applying various teaching methods such as
self-study, simple case study, independent
activity/project study, and community context
study.

Key Words Analytical thinking
attribute, Health care competency, Practical

nursing students
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