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Attitudes of Obstetricians towards Safe Abortion

Sutthirak Naphaphan, Phoonchai Pathiya
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Chiang Mai Campus

Abstract

The problem of unplanned pregnancy among adolescence and female of reproductive
age in Thailand has lead to social problem in many dimensions. It was also proved to be a
major factor of sickness and death from unsafe abortion of pregnant women in Thailand. The
Ministry of Health has the policy to prevent and resolve the problem of unwanted pregnancy,
unintended pregnant require the right to access medical treatment like other patients and
procedure for terminating an unintended pregnancy should be carried out by the necessary
skills persons and environment in medical standard. After working on safe abortion services, it
was found that doctors and public hospitals that accept safe pregnancy were underprovided,
causing pregnant women to not be able to access services. In-depth interviews with
obstetricians in a governmental hospital about attitudes towards safe abortion, found that
opinions of obstetricians are divided into 3 groups: advocate and are willing to terminate of
pregnancy,advocate but are not willing to terminate of pregnancy and oppose and are not
willing to terminate of pregnancy. The groups that advocate safe abortion are looking at
economy, social problem and prevention of unsafe abortion. Also they agree that the law does
not allow termination of pregnancy. As for the opposing groups, it was viewed as immoral and
sinful.

Keywords : Attitude, Obstetrician, Safe abortion
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