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Knowledge and Prevention of Needlestick Sharp Injury

in Nursing Students

Nusara Prasertsri, Wilailak Teeyapan

Apiradee Charoennukul,Warangkana Bootsri
Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Sanpasithiprasong
Anchalee Wisetchoonhasilp

Sanpasithiprasong hospital

Abstract

Student nurses are at high risk of blood-borne pathogens transmitted via needlestick
and sharps injury.Preventions of needlestick and sharps injury are important to decrease the
diseases that transmit though blood regarding to those injury. The purposes of this cross-
sectional descriptive study were to 1) study the incidence of needlestick and sharps injury in
nursing student, and 2) study student nurses'knowledge and prevention about needlestick and
sharps injury.The sample was 473 student nurses.The data were collected by using online
survey that composed of 15 questions.The content validity of tool was testIndex of item
objective congruence(I0C) each item between 0.6-1.0. Reliability of tool was tested with
Cronbach's Alpha = 0.81.The total number of completed surveys was 430(response rate
=90.9%). The results found that most of the students were female (n= 198; 71%). Their mean
age was 21 years (SD =2.5).0f 42.5% nursing students acquired HBV vaccine. The incident of
exposure to needlestick and sharps injury was 39.5%(n =171), most of that was the 2™ year
nursing student. The mean score for the knowledge was 7.24 out of 10 (SD =1.59). Student
nurses have a moderate understanding of issues regarding needlestick and sharps
injury.However, some of the questions were not correct for instant recapneedle syringe after
injecting and the practice to reduce the risk of infection after an accident.Nursing students
should be continuing prepared the knowledge and preventions of needlestick and sharp injury
by employing a simulation or laboratory skills before practice in clinical settings.Nursing colleges
should recommend and implement policy to allow all students to receive HBV vaccines before
practicingin clinical settings.

Keywords : Needle sticks and sharps injury, Nursing Students, Knowledge and

Prevention
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