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The Roles of Community Nurse for Promoting Health Literacy

in the Elderly with Chronic Illness

Sangduan Ginggaeaw, Nusara Prasertsri, Waiyaporn Promwong

Boromrajonani College of Nursing Sanpasithiprasong

Abstract

The elderly as a vulnerable population that are likely to have limit health literacy.
Especially, those with chronic illness that are continuously into primary care services. They were
received various health information about self-care by health care providers and seek health
information from mass medias by themselves. In addition, there are reliable and unreliable of
health information which are affected to understand and used health information to decision-
making and to apply appropriation of their health. Community nurses play the important roles
to provide health information for promoting health literacy of the elderly in primary care. The
objectives of this article were to describe health literacy of the elderly, to describe an approach
to promote health literacy and to describe the role of community nurse for enhancing health
literacy in an elderly person. Community nurses can be assessing health literacy levels, planning
and providing appropriately health information for health literacy level of elderly with chronic
illness in order to use health information to change their health behaviors or take care of them.

Keywords : The role of community nurse, Health literacy, older person with chronic

illness
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