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Seizure Control And Adverse Events In Patients With Epilepsy:
Comparison Between Elderly And Adults
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Abstract

The prevalence and incidence of epilepsy in the elderly is higher than the general
population. Due to physiological changes, comorbidities and polypharmacy, seizure control in
the elderly may differ from adults. This unmatched case-control study aimed to compare
seizure control and adverse events between elderly (>60 years) and adult (18-59 years) patients
with epilepsy. Patients who had followed up at Chulalongkorn Comprehensive Epilepsy Center
of Excellence, King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital for at least 18 months were included in
this study. The data collected were demographics, medical history, treatment outcomes and
adverse events in last month. A total of 120 patients, 60 elderly and another 60 adult patients
participated in our study. Most elderly patients (95%) had onset ofepilepsy before the age of 60
years. When compared with adult, elderly patients had a significant higher proportions of
seizure-free patients in last 12 months (65% and 45% respectively, p=0.028) and higher
proportions of antiepileptic medication monotherapy(45% and 26.7% respectively, p=0.035).
Elderly patients were more likely to report adverse events with unsteadiness, while adult
patients were likely to report adverse events with skin problem, weight gain and sleepiness. In
conclusion, elderly patients with epilepsy responded well to antiepileptic medication, better
seizure control and reported less adverse events than adult patients.

Keywords: epilepsy, elderly, seizure control, adverse events
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UsgIanslasuumdumeanes Ussiinmsdnsieillos Useiinnsdnannldas Useimingldsuridngnu
Tsraudn uaskanIsnTIameLdeta i sauLulmanliih (Magnetic Resonance Imaging; MRI)
voafftheths 2 ndumuiliunnsaty fuandunissd 2

M13199 2 YeyanndtinvesiUislsaaudnisaserguwas Juslvg

gy (Sovaz)

Jaua " v - p-value
i Bg4918(n=60) Yolna(n=60)

agizudulsaaudn @)
fisegu (Wduaielnd) 30 (18-48) 17 (11-28) <0.001°
szeziranfilulsaantn @)
Aady + a'amﬁmwummgm 338 +17.3 202 +9.9 <0.001"
yiinvadlsaaudn (Epilepsy type)

Focal Epilepsy 50 (83.3) 47 (78.3) 0.487°
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Generalized Epilepsy 9 (15.0) 10 (16.7) 1.000°

Unclassified epilepsy 1(1.7) 3(5.0) 0.619°
annnvaslsaautn (Etiology)

Structural 30 (50.0) 32 (53.3) 0.715°

Infection 2(3.3) 2(3.3) 1.000°

Unknown 28 (46.7) 26 (43.3) 0.714°
FIUIUBLAVDIBINTTTN 2(1.5-3) 2(2-3) 0.181°

fisegu (Wdeadalng)

¥1ava9IN15Tn (Seizure type)
Focal onset

Focal Wo/IC 24.(40.0) 27 (45.0) 0.580"
Focal W/IC 34 (56.7) 37 (61.7) 0577
Focal to bilateral tonic-clonic 43 (71.7) 41 (68.3) 0.690°
Generalized onset
Generalized tonic-clonic 8 (13.3) 11 (18.3) 0.453°
Generalized tonic 1(1.7) 3(5.0) 0.619°
Generalized myoclonic 0 3(5.0) 0.244°
fuseianslasuuiniunieaua s 33 (55.0) 23 (38.3) 0.067°
Taigd 27 (45.0) 37 (61.7)
fiuseiRnmsdnsiaiias 4.(6.7) 10 (16.7) 0.088"
Taigd 6 (93.3) 0(83.3)
fivseiRnmsdnainldge 4(23.3) 8 (30.0) 0.409°
Taigd 6 (76.7) 2 (70.0)
LAENIAASNEILSAANTN 7(11.7) 3(21.7) 0.142°
lalime 3(88.3) 7(78.3)
wa MRI wusaglsaluauas 30 (50.0) 3 (55.0) 0.583°
lainwuseslsaluanes 0 (50.0) 7 (45.0)

Wo/IC: without impairment of consciousness, W/IC: with impairment of consciousness

af\/\ann—V\/hitney U test, bIndependen’t t-test, CChi—square testvispFisher’s exact test

enifudnilldlutagtiuvesiiineds 2 ndu nud fuaelsmandniogeoigagiidruauefusnly
ilemurueinstntiesningihetedlngjesnadidedfamaada fUieTogeogdnlualdontudndios 1
$8M3 Fausnsnsesifodfynsadfdensiouiisuiugtasiodlve TnofUaetodingdniingasld
gfutn 2 5193 (Gevag 41.7) ilefieulitoussninagthe 2 nau wuine phenytoin fidndiunnsld
Tugtneogeengunnninfogivgjesildoddymaadia Tuvion levetiracetam fidndunisldly

o

Auaeldlngunninfegeengegniidudrdgneada dawandunised 3
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m13199 3 eriutnildlutagludssuiieuseninthedeasoguayionlve

o

gty (Sevaz)

daya ey T Ivey P-value
(n=60) (n=60)
Furusiudnilélutagiy
fisegu (Wduaielnd) 2 (1-2) 2 (1-3) 0.035°
Furusiudnilélutagiy
1 578013 27 (45.0) 16 (26.7) 0.036
2 5793 20 (33.3) 25 (41.7) 0.346°
3 5793 9 (15.0) 10 (16.7) 0.803"
4 7o 59l 4(6.7) 9 (15.0) 0.142°
gafutnildlutlagdu
carbamazepine; CBZ 22 (36.7) 24 (40.0) 0.707°
gabapentin; GBP 10 (16.7) 8(13.3) 0.609°
lacozamide; LCZ 0 1(1.7) -
lamotrigine; LTG 14 (23.3) 20 (33.3) 0.224°
levetiracetam; LEV 13 (21.7) 28 (46.7) 0.001°
oxcarbazepine; OXC 0 1(1.7) -
perampanel; PER 0 1(1.7) -
phenobarbital; PB 9 (15.0) 11 (18.3) 0.624°
phenytoin; PHT 7 (45.0) 16 (26.7) 0.036
topiramate; TPM 1(1.7) 6 (10.0) 0.114°
valproic acid; VPA 12 (20.0) 13 (21.7) 1.000°
zonisamide; ZNM 1(.7) 0 -
clobazam; CLB 1(1.7) 4.(6.7) 0.364°
clonazepam; CNZ 2(3.3) 7(11.7) 0.163°

af\/\ann—V\/hitney U test, bIndependen’t t-test, CChi—square testvispFisher’s exact test

nsmueme MIinlutag 6 Weufiiuun fuaelsnandniogeoiguastodingisundives
91M59n wazdadiuvegiheiivasnainensdnluiunnsisiu usllefansananisniunueinisdn
Tuge 12 Weufriusnasnud s fogeongaeisnaunfmosomsdntisonirfoglnyosiitduddy
msadi uaziidndruvesitisfivasnanernisdnunnirfegingjodrefitoddamsada dauansly
537 4
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M13199 4 M3euaNeINsTntunaudelsaaudnTegeenguay s e

gy (Sevaz)

daya Jegeany T Ivey P-value
(n=60) (n=60)
nsArUANaINIEINTUY2s 6 tRauilkuan
$ruaundivesennisdn
fisegu (Wduaielnd) 0(0-2) 0(0-7.5) 0.113°
Anads audonuumsgu 8.0+32.1 9.6+22.3 0.764"
(FAsan-gagn) (0-202) (0-128)
Sruaudiheivasnaineinisth 40 (66.7) 34 (56.7) 0.260°
nsArUANaINTEInTUYa 12 iauilkuan
$ruaundiwesennisdn
fisegu (Wduaielnd) 0(0-3.5) 0 (0-18.5) 0.010°
Aneds audonuunsgu 14.1+69.8 19.1+35.3 0.625"
(FAsan-gagn) (0-532) (0-184)
Sruudiheivasnaineinisth 39 (65.0) 27 (45.0) 0.028"

af\/\ann—V\/hitney U test, bIndependen’t t-test, CChi—square test

nansUszifiumanisallifiavszasdlugie 1 Weuiiiu wuin Tuideddnlutunaiunis
wdeul flhetugeengasiidadunmaiamamanllifvszasdlussiutosafaiafulsedunnninte
Hlngjograiidodifyneada luvugifiieiogngasiidndiunsfnmgmsallifisuszasdlus sy
ﬂaaﬂ%y’qﬁqLﬁuﬂsz'«i’wmﬂﬂdﬁaqamqaﬂwqﬁﬁfaéﬁmgmqaaﬂuﬁﬁa fi¥avAeafuiand Bty

LAZINUDY AIUAINU AILEAIIUANTIN 5

M13199 5 Punugtheniamanisallifisszasaluge 1 weuniuinluseAulesnss (3 azuuu) i

Judsgd @ azuun) TundudUelsaaudniogeeneuway Todlvg)

gty (Sevaz)

daya Jegeany T Ivey P-value*
(n=60) (n=60)
1. $anlsisiunsiunisindenln 1(18.3) 2 (3.3) 0.008
2. witloun 3 (5.0) 4(6.7) 1.000
3. n3zdunsyay 3(5.0) 2(3.3) 1.000
4. A eI 4.(6.7) 4.(6.7) 1.000
5. WAYEA N5LIUNTEINY 5(8.3) 7(11.7) 0.543
6. Undsue 6 (10.0) 9 (15.0) 0.408
7. HUT 12 (20.0) 11 (18.3) 0.817
8. Sy ieafiuRamis wu 1Huds Tiu 2(3.3) 10 (16.7) 0.015
9. MM AuN G 9 (15.0) 9 (15.0) 1.000
10. Yanviaa 1(1.7) 1(1.7) 1.000
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11. lifanns

12. ftywnAesfuuinuasmien
13. flodu

14. Ymsnuiiy

15. flug ey

16. 929UpU

17. Fuasn

18. viagau

19. usulainau

6 (10.0) 8 (13.6) 0.547
a.(6.7) 9 (15.0) 0.142
11 (18.3) 7(11.7) 0.306
3(5.0) 11 (18.3) 0.023
8(13.3) 6 (10.0) 0.570
11 (18.3) 22 (36.7) 0.025
2(3.3) 2(3.3) 1.000
4(23.3) 17 (28.3) 0.532
0 (16.7) 0 (16.7) 1.000

*Chi-square test #38 Fisher’s exact test

aAuTgNa

Uszineang q ialandnislidifieny
fasongansiu wellorumiuorgiin audeau
Sauusssy wazanmsene wu Tuussmeafiasy
wdfgeeneinazduan 65 YRl Fugunisiine
fispimAlesiiures Stefan uavAMy (Stefan et
al., 2014) n3puUseinap1Atie a0 LN 1NR Y
AvualviinBenu (50, 60 v3e 65 U) gy
nsAnyIfiansIveundinsues Baker
(Baker et al, 2001) Msfnwiildfengeong
Munsevdnyeiinaeny w.ea. 2546 NENeAINT
yaradedengiiundt 60 Juiysaltulunasd
Fyuilne (wumyn wsmuing, 2556) denndo
funisAnuituseinaduues Canuetiazany
(Canuet et al,, 2009) 4T wEgeengiiuain 60
Vruluigui

HansAnwmuIEUiglsaaudnivgeny
dilva) (Bowaz 95) Bululsrandnroudgdy
a991¢ (elderly patients  with
epilepsy) JsidndruiivosiioivuiunisAny
V03 Baker wazAnly (Baker et al., 2001)uaz
Canuetuazany (Canuet et al, 2009) Any
ammuwﬂw‘wLsmﬂuiiﬂamﬁlmammaL‘mfm
Souny 28uay 13 audiduiisdenaiiennain
msfnwilifiudesanngitheensiigudaudu

dalsaaudnaAsuaeas 1sane1unaguiasnsal

LATAMY

early-onset

anmmvialneiisswsiafen Tuvueiinisdnuives
Baker wazAmy (Baker et al,, 2001) iiudeya
Huaelaglaisnsdauvasuaiumluswald vilv
aunsaifutoyadineSegeengldvaneiufivilils
Puhennd (155 118) dngfiieiogeeny
Ay late-onset TunsAnuiues Canuetuazani
(Canuet et al,, 2009) szyifisadn Buiienmsdnly
’3’8@@87@ (elderly patients with new-onset
seizure) ualaildiszyongfiGuiionnistn

AUasFogaengdrulugiluinayie
49AAROINUNANITANYIVDY Canuethay Ay
(Canuet et al., 2009) WALANFAIIINNANITANY
994 Baker WazAmy (Baker et al, 2001) fimy
dadiuvegursinAayiedagndnnangs 819
iesan9nnsAnuiuasBaker wazanz(Baker et
al,, 2001) Mvualle1ggae1gn1e1gvuali
inBuau nanfe ey 65 Trululuwews way
019 60 DrulUluwends Sariliisuiugae
wegngosninavgandayalsasiy wudi lsa
anudulafngadulsasminulduniigadisly
nauUaelsaaudnieasoneuazdoglve donadas
fuwan1sAnYIves Stefan uagAne (Stefan et al,,
2014)uANA19AINHANTSANYIVEY Phabphaliay
Aguy (Phabphal et al,, 2013) finuin lsAlnnfiea
HulsesruimuldnniigalugireiiGuiiennisdn
Tuiegaang

ATANTNTNEILNR msmmim@mmxmsﬁnm | 23



foyannnisAneiinudt fuaelsaaudn
Sogeonganlngiungulsrandniifienisdnidy
wuulanEd deainnisdnvriinuiesas 83.3
IndAgaiunan1s@ny1ve StafanuazAny
(Stefan et al., 2014) finu¥esa 85.1 Hidoya
NnnsAnImU e Tegeengdilianansasey
awmvoslsnandnld Anduiesas 46.7 Fsffie
nauiitnasdufiefinmadeinies MR udalsl
wuseelsnluaued aenAReIiuNANISANYIVDY
Tanaka wazAy (Tanaka et al, 2013) way
StefanuagAny (Stefan et al., 2014) ﬁwu@’ﬂw
nauiiSosay 52.9 waw 67.2 mudduiiiefiarsan
yiiavesenmstniiny awdiuin fiaelsnaudnies
geonguazivdngiivlinvesennistnlidunnsnafiu
oraflesnnithe Togeonglunsinunidulvg
\ungu early-onset SahliderunIoudie
fudUaededingudiazliiiuanuunnd1aves
dnuwazomstnidaauriiiunguiitie Togeengd
u late-onset avaziiuldannuanisfinwives
Stefan wazAy (Stefan et al, 2014) finuan
fuhelsraudniogeengMiy late-onset azwy
e1n1stniantgdiuluuiian (focal — seizure
without impairment of consciousness) Wazdn
Lﬂ%ﬂﬂiz@ﬂﬁgdﬁﬁ (generalized  tonic-clonic
seizure) leifeaninieglviof

n13AUANEINIITNIINNIsAneIil 1ile
finnsaunansAIuANeINTsTAluTI 12 Lieud
H1usnagnudn dUglsnaudnisasenynauauss
AReINUTNLaLAINITAAIVANBINTISTNLAANINTY
#lne) TeaonadeafiunanisAnuIves Baker uay
Ay (Baker et al, 2001) wazvay Moran Wag
(Moran et al., 2004) ULALANAIIINKA
MsAnYIves May wazvauy (May et al., 2015) i
wun fUaelsmaudnivgeensiilu early-onset
wildndrnvesiheiivasnainonisdnlugie 6
oudsihuuniesningiaeoglng

ALY
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idlefinsanseniseniudnildlugiae
Tsmautnyoganng a1nn1sAnyniinudn o1
phenytoin fidnaumsldinniigaAniduiesay 45
anARBIiUNISANYIY0Y Baker wazAnly (Baker
et al,, 2001) Ainudadunslden phenytoin Tu
fheiegeongunniign Andufosas 35 urtaud
AUNANISANYIVBY Stefan wasamy (Stefan et al.,
2014) finudndrunislden phenytoin Tugiaede
qqmqﬁlﬂu late-onset wag early-onset igssoy
av 6.3 uay 14.9 arud1du laglun1sfnwives
Stefan wazAy (Stefan et al., 2014) ‘ﬁ@j’ﬂ’m’?ﬂ
geoeidu late-onset wudmdrusfutniildunn
fign 2 Sufuninfe levetiracetam(3o8ay 25.3)
war gabapentin (Sogay 24.1) mudiu dugUle
Jogeongilu early-onset wudndaueniutniild
1nitgn 2 Susuusnde levetiracetam(3ouay 37.3)
wag lamotrigine(3e8ag 31.3) MuUA1AU INdREIU
nslderfudnlun1s@nwives Stefan
(Stefan et al., 2014) AuANANSAUINNANISANYE
LAaYNISANYIVUDY Baker warmuy (Baker et al,

hASAY

2001) a19ufiesu191n Tud a.e. 2013 auawus
foAulsAaNTNUIUIYIR (International League
Against Epilepsy; ILAE) lénumiuauideiieadu
msldefudnuuudueduiealunissnenlsaaudn
lugeene (Glauser et al., 2013) Inauugiililden
lamotrigine®3® gabapentin Wusdenusn 3evi
Tlun1sAnwives Stefan wazAuy (Stefan et al,
2014) wudadaunislden lamotriginelay
gabapentin Ffuinndu drunansinuiifidmu
msldertudnnguiniludvasiogeongludadiud
110 1aglanig phenytoin
grailesu91n Useimalneddesiinludiu
qulszana Jedsldannsadentdeiudnngulmidu
Fadenusnaufiauiussedulsaaudnuiuivd
wuzthle saustamsdenldentudnuessuinelnefioz
figsunisdsldnutaTemdnuiand Tnedenlden
Audnludgd n nieredgisioniserdiniu
anuneuannszau uazdueimaslasunisdentd
Wududuusnniudedsldvoseadu) Taun

ey carbamazepine



carbamazepine, phenytoin, phenobarbital &g
sodium valproate rewdudidunsn wleldanunse
AIUANDINITINLARIERITudenldeludyd <
viseAesensudisinanedeudddusiinumanzand
sgldiflssunadouddndefiuuiluaziinsdsldelsl
gnies n3o Jusieniseridsiaiunalaun
gabapentin, levetiracetamila &
topiramate(@unaulsaandnuisuseimnealng, 2559) R
nwan1sAnmd deudasdidndiunisldontudnngs
iinlugasfegeengiiunn udfnuitaimisaniun
81 ITnlAd

foyaanmafnwil ileTeuidsuludiy
Audvesn1siinmnnisallidfisssasdlusedu
vesafsiadulsrdrseninagiaeta 2 ngu sy

¥ v

ludeddnlddunsinunisindeulni gUleiugeeny

Y

lamotrigine,

azfidadrunisiinmgnisallidfisussasdlusedv

v
o =

vesassdauludszgdunnnintodingedndideddey
M9adid Feaonndesfusieniserfudniifuaeldly
Jagtuinudadiunisldoriinuennishifisussasd
Besnisiiweldves lewn  phenytoin,
carbamazepine Wag lamotrigine %ﬂﬁmﬂ‘iﬁﬂw
Sogeongludndrufidoudrege (Fevas 45, 36.7 uas
23.3 audiv) (n519ft 3) sawdamsianlaisunesi
msiadeulmfidumanisallifeszasdinuluie
geonglaunnnintuleglngudagldduiusiunislden
fudniniu aeandesiun1sfinuives Baker uavAny
(Baker et al, 2001) it iogsengsioaunsiin
o1nslsifiaUszasdrhdesdnlisuasiunisiadoulm
wnnirfedingedreddedrAgnirsaifguiuy
uenaniideyamnnisallaifsuszasdluidodnsuey
Tufthetedlugiifienuistosay 36.7 lun1sdnwil
flaudiiusiunensedudniifuaeldluiagdud
(Sovay 46.7),
carbamazepine (§98az 40) Way phenytoin (5a8az
26.7) FadugnfinuonslaifisuszasAizeadrououls
Uoy

NUFAAIUNTT TN levetiracetam

ndeyanisiinmgnisallidiaussasdly

Y I o= ° v, o o
seavvesaseiadulseirludUislsnaudnisgeeny
wazJeglngjveans@null nuludadiunlndifesiu
N13ANYIveY May Lazamy (May et al., 2015) usiay

wuludndruiitosninieifisufunanisdnwives
Baker uarmny (Baker et al, 2001) graLfiesnan
wuuUssdiudild endudndlasu annzlsasiuuazen
Usgdidu o Mldsmvestieiinnuuandety

nsfinuilfutoyadvae a qudanudy
Belsnandnasuises lsmeuiagwasnsel dady
lsafouwnnduaziulsameuianfendl waziiniy
Feawglunslinisdnwiguaslsaaudn flaediu
TugRainazdanududeuluaiunissnw dnlasunis
fnw1aInaauneIUIAuNNeY W3ea19gndfaun
Wesumsitdedeuduindulsmandn Tasianizgiae
TsmandnTogeangfidu late-onset Fslunsnuil
Wige 3 sefeilidaldaiunsassyanuunnenaves
anvaEnAFIn SBINANITAIUANDINITTNTENIN
Fuhelsrandniogeoneiidu late-onset wag early-
onset ladnLau

Fihelsmaudnivgsenyiiunfunissnw
Audauludalinaudnasuieas lsaneruia
pnasnsal annalne deIsuifisuiugiaelsa
autnivgingasnuin ddnwuenerdinadendaiy
st degeengagnavaussesiudnuaraiuisn
uAuesnldAn LT eaunsAnenisel
Lifiadszasaoand

AnAnssuUIENA
mu?%’aﬁlﬁﬁ"umsaﬁuayunu?%’amﬂ
NugnuyuIne1inusd1nsuildn Judininende
PRRINTUUNTINGITY VOVBUNTEAN WA, AT.VUNNT
Indgan Alkanueyasgsilunisiuuuyseiiiy
winnsaildfiayseasdluguaslsaandnunldidu
\n3esilelunsite veveunsrAuiuyAnaInUT
Audanuludalsnaudnasuieas lsaneuia
Pnaansal animvalng fdiesrneanuazmnlu
niseiudeyanisidelidiiiaqacludqed
YBYBUNTLAMEBIUIINITLIINYIUIAUIRINT ol
anmuialnefieygaliduiunsidelulsmeuia
YOUDUNILAMANLNTTUNTITETTTURAYIT ULy we
AMTUNNEAERS quiasnsalumIngdeinganle
TRt iulsslonifuiide wazveveunsyam
Faemnviuilirasdleuaslideyaunsise
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